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THE 1 A K I N G OF S I Iil 0 11 KI N G

Simon King was s ixteen and a hal f . He went aroun d

wi t h t h e 'in ' people a t s chool~ 'y ou know. He would l ook a t

t he lesser people in the schoo l as i f t o say lILook a t me, I ' m

wi th the r e a l h ip p eople i n the c l a s s ; I bet y ou wish y ou

we r e l i ke me ll
• But fo r al l h i s arrogance h e would a l ways

feel u n e a s y wi th his crowd . Th ey would appear to b e wi t h

h im , ye t a t t h e f i rst opportunity t hey wou ld t a k e t h e

s hit out of h im and t h e r e he wou ld be , f e el i n g as if every

one was l aughing a t h i m behind h i s b a ck . So h e ld shrug i t

of f and go i n t o non-existence for h a lf- a n- h ou r or s o u nti l

he c ou l d t h i nk of some t op i c al s u b j e c t which he could t a l k

about to be sure of a reasonable answer from the other s .

Trouble was that h e hat ed t he guts of t h e c r owd ; he wa s

only with t h em as a passport t o t h e out s i d e wor ld , al l

t h e f u n p l a c e s . He fe l t really sorry fo r h imself a l l the

t i me and secre t ly hoped t h at t h e y would all t a k e interest

i n him and find ou t what a good guy h e REALLY was . Tr ou b l e

was t h a t i t was n ' t v e r y oft e n he ful t he wa s t h at special, a nd

a l l i t amounted t o was a s ort of inferiority c ompl ex , al l of

wh i ch h e c onf e r r e d to hie best fr iend , Da v e.

Now Dave was one of t h os e e a s y go i n g guys who

took t h i n gs in i n one ear and l e t the m p a ss ou t t h e ot h e r

wi th ans we r s l i ke lI Ye ah , I know what you mean ll ~ and IIRe a l l y?lI .

Bu t t h ey got on quit e wel l on the whole . S imon would b e

obsessed by h is compl exe s a nd p a r an o i a a n d r ela t e d s u b j e c t s

while Dave would drift t h r ou gh l i f e i n a k i n d of c oma , n ow

a n d t h e n s h ou t i n g II Hi ! 1l t o a f rie nd , whi l e Simon wou ld tel l

h im t hat he wasn ' t LISTENING, a nd what h e wa s s a y i n g wa s REAL

import ant . Troub l e wa s t h at h e wasn ' t s ure ch at what h e was

s ayin WAS real i mp or t a n t , a n d t h e n h e 'd s top and ask hims e lf

' wh at t h e h e l l ? ' a nd go a l l int r overs i v e a gain .

Me a nwh i l e t h e r es t of t he wor l d wa s h a Vi n g fun , and

HE wasn' t . He ' d k i ck h i ms e lf a n d go al l moody . It just wa s n ' t

FAI R . Anyhow, s choo l was one h e ll of a drag ; and boy did he

k n ow i t . He de spis e d a ll the mas ters a nd c l a i me d t h e y wer e

al l a fte r h im .
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On e thin g Simon coul d not st a n d was stay i n g at h ome ,

a n d t h a t wa s a good t h i n g b e c au s e h e on l y s uc c ee de d i n i n 

f uria t i n g h is s ist e r and h-i s p arent s wh e n h e d i d . S o , grabb i n g

a f ew L . P . I S , or a h a n d f u l of mon ey , he woul d split d own to

Davels house, or just anywhere to escape television or the

general run of things at h ome .

Dave wou l d not a l way s be gl a d to see h im , a s he wa s

one fo r bus ying h i ms e l f in s ev e r a l p r o j e c t s but , luck ily f or

S i mon , h e wa s a lwa y s pr epared to l i s ten t o a l l h i s p r ob l e ms , and

h i s LP . I S . Now LP 's was Simon ' s 'th i n g', as it were, and of t h os e

he wa s always t a l k i n g , be caus e on l y t h e n c ou ld h e create intere st

around h i ms e l f , a n d t h i s h e e n j oy ed tremen dou s l y .

"Look , Da v e ; " h e s a i d one d ay , lf I ' ve go t Exp l osion ' s

l a t e s t a l bum" .

"Grea t !" s a id · Dave , wondering who t h e he ll t h e y we r e .

S imon l eaped over t o the re c or d p l a y e r , s l ung off a

c opy of Dave's be s t LP ) ( Da v e d i dn ' t l o ok up - h e nev e r took

mu ch care of h i s a l bums " ev e n h i s Stockhausen) and pu t on his

l a t e s t gr oove . S i mon wa it ed unt i l ten sec on d s of t h e r e cor d h a d

pa.s s e d a nd asked Dave what he t hough t of i t .

"Wha t ?" s a id Dave , n ot rea l is i n g i t had start ed.

" Good , i sn ' t i t ? " s aid Simon . "Now l i st e n to t h is

bit; i t ' s rea l ly i n c r e d i b l e . Li s t e n Wow, now i s n ' t t h a t

incredi ble? "

Dav e nodd e d vague ly .

Simon ~ a l l uptight fr om h i s r e v e l ation s , r e a l ise d he

'wa s s t a nding d a n gerou s ly over Dave' s e lectronic j un k , a nd d e c ide d

t o squa t in a c or ner a n d dream to the mus i c t hat h e wa s re a l ly

i nto a scr e w.

"C offe e ? " Receivi n g no a n s we r , Dav e a s s ume d ' y e s '

a nd went i n t o the k it ch e n to ma k e s ome. S i mon looked u p on

h e a r i n g t h e d oor , gu e s s e d , a nd we n t ba ck to dr e ams . I t b e ga n

to r a in .

Fiv e miles awa y a g i rl n ame d Anne J a mes sat a l l alone

i n a b i g h ou s e wa t ch ing t e levis ion b e c ause h e r p are n t s were out .



..., 3 -

I I

Simon wat ch ed as t h e f i v e p l a y er s took u p the ir pos i 

t i on s and then crashed i n t o su p e r s o n i c sound . I t wa s t h e big

momen t o f t h e b i g day . He wa s .ACTUALLY Watch i n g Gree n Ca s tle

LIVE on s tage~ and what I S mor e, h e was sitt i n g righ t in a mong

t h e cool guy s who r eally free~ed over t h e Cas tle . And they WEP~

good i n o dou bt . Th e l e ad gui tar ist was g i v ing a n ele ctr ifying

p e r fo r ma n ce of s c r e aming a n d s t a mp i n g ; t h e guy on t h e moog

s e emed t o b e tot a lly worked 'up and was f lingin g himself a t a l l

the v a riou s c ontro l s ; t h e drumme r wa s beating t he h e l l out of

h i s skins ~ sweat i ng, and d iscarding items of c lot h i n g ev e r y

mi nute. But t he bas s i s t wa s t h e r e a l l y c oo l me mb er of the group ,

and i t wa s him~they P3ALLY dug, desp i t e t h e spectacular p e r f or 

man ces of t h e ot h e r s . He would just s tand uprigh t p laying his

ins t rument and ga z e aimles s l y into the aud i ence. He wa-s t b.e

ac cept ed l e a d e r o f t h e group, and h e wa s a brill iant b a s s

gu i tar i s t .

If anyon e 9 S i mon wa t ch ed t h e lea der mor e t han the

other s ; ne was real ly i n to t h a t guy. He wished h e was cooL l i k e

him, a nd a l l t h e females who RE.ALLY knew where i t was ,at went

a f t e r h im l ike t h e y went a f t e r t h i s gu y . Shi t, h e thought ~ I' m

n ot going to e n joy t h i s if I s t a r t brooding a bou t , f e ma l e s , and

h e l o ok e d to s ee what the ot h ers were d o ing. They we r e s tanding

u p , screaming, s haking t h e ir hands about , and general l y so f a r

into t h e t hing t h a t h e c ouldn ' t r e ally join in. S o h e jus t t ri e d

t o appr e c iat e t h e guy on the moog .

When t h e se t had fin i s h ed, we l l pas t e l even, he

d e cide d to s k ip t a k i n g the bu s ' a n d wa l k h ome , whi ch ~eant cut

t i n g a c r os s t h e par k ! and it wa s pre t ty da r k . Anyway , he of fer e d

h i s parting r e mar k s and h eaded f or t h e p a r k wi th a f ew s tif led

' '' Ch e e r s '' and "See y ou " s behind h im .

Hi s journey took h im p a s t t h e ex clu s i v e d i s t ri ct of

t h e town , which he qu est ioned . Wha t do I t hink of th i s ? h e

t h ou ght. Th e se h ou ses , t h ey' re very b ig ~ what do I t h i nk of

t h em? Why shou l d t h e y l ive i n big h ou s e s and no t me? Wha t

mak e s t hem s o spe c i a l ?

Wh i l e h e wa s t r y i n g to pu zz le ou t all t h e s e que s t i ons

i n his mi n d, ' a l i gh t we n t on a t t h e top of on e of t he h ous e s j us t

~head of him. In t h e window a pp e are d a g i r l wh o happe n e d to see

him and wat ched 'as h e a pproached. She pu z z led t oo .
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Simon n ot iced t h e l i gh t as a bir d f lew acr os s his r

vis ion to br e a k h i s r e v erie . Then h e saw t he girl, but only f or

a f ew s e c onds becau s e as hoe l ook ed up, she t ur n e d away and left

t h e window q He waited t o see if she would return, but s h e did not,

so he c ont i n u e d walking. He conc luded t h a t s h e looked ext r emely

nice and s h e l i v e d a t ~6 Dre sden Avenue. He gl a n c e d b ack j ust

on ce a n d f e l t he h a d left s ome t hin g b ehi n d h im . Then he s tart ed

ques t i on ing himRelf again. This t i me, a l l h is t h ou gh t s were

c ent r e d around h e r . Why wa s s h e there ? Wha t had she ,b e e n doing

a l l ev e n i n g ? Did s he go to s cho o l - Whe r e was i t - Who were h er

fri ends, i f s h e had any - Did s h e know a ny S~ys - Vfu a t was she

l ike - Why t ae hell couldn' t he speak .t o her - Wher e d oe s she go

- Wny d oes h e ge t al l the shit luck? '? '? ? ?

Next t h i n g h e knew , he was in the p a r k a nd it was dark

a n d did he kn ow the way bac k ? Yes . Suddenly he r e al i s e d just

h ow dark it real l y was, a n d was afr aid t hat he'd ge t eaten up or

f orgot t e n or something, and tha t h e ' s never ge t the ' c h a n c e of

s c r e wi n g -he r . But t hen he though t a l oud "Shit , I don ' t want

t o s c r ew her, I ' m not l ike THEM, I' d j u s t lik e t o be wi t h a

f emal e " .

-, As he vaLked ' o f f , h e :fe lt a l ot s tronger and unafr aid

f or s a y i n g tha t . S imon King didn't sl e ep that night fo r h e f elt

h e h a d f ound hims elf that evening, and from now on i t would be a

n ew sce n e a s far a s h e wa s c oncer ned.

I I I

S omething was different about Simon n ext da y be c au se

Dave noticed. Dave i s the s or t of pers on wh o can g o t n r ou gh life

in a coma , as l on g as t h i n gs r emai ned roughly the s a me , but when

ever something had ch a n ge 4 he would be t h e firs t to notice it .

" Wh a t ' s wrong Bi mon ? " asked Dave .

" Wrong? Nothing. Why s h ould i t be - I fee l f i ne " .

Dave was ' qu it e ast on i shed . No t roub l es , n o moa n s ,

nothing.
" Bu t you h a v en ' t s p ok e n a l l day" said Dav e, r ather

worr ied. "Are y ou feeling i l l or s ome t hing ? Do y ou want t h os e

LP :s b a c k y ou l e f t behi ng l a s t time you dropp e d in?"

Simon s e e me d h a r dly to notice t he qu e s t i on , bu t he

answered it.

" Oh , er , don ' t matt er, don ' t ma t t er. I ' l l p i ck them

up s ometime if y ou l ike; l i s t e n t o them i f you want ".
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Da v e was amazed . Now h e KNEW some t h i n g wa s up wit h

8 im on . LP ' s wer e h i s we ak point , and h e h a r e l y b a t t e d an e y e l i d .

" Now c ome on Simon" s a id Dav e . For once he was re a l l y

:nn t e re s t ed i n s ome one e l s e 1s a f f a i r s . ':Bu t S imon l ooked adama n t

i n h is s i l e n c e. Sudden l y, Dav e h a d a n ide a .

"Um, I ' m afrai'd I s cra tched y our Exp l osion LP" .

S imon looked u p , s tare d st r a ight a t Dave , who f ound it

hard t o l ook b a c k .

"What ?" h e s a i d .

" I s c r a t ch e d y our LP . Wha t' s her name ? "

"I don ' t kn - - I mea n , wh o ' s n a me ? "

It was a ver y wea k de f e n c e , a nd Dave s mi l ed.

" 8 0 i t ' s a fema l e is it " b eamed Dave .

"Ye s . I suppos e y ou didn' t r e ally scrat ch my LP,

did y ou? "

"No , of cour s e not " .

" You bas t a r d ! " The y b ot h b e gan to roar with l au gh t e r .

Th e b e l l we nt . Lun ch wa s ov e r a nd tih ey had a glo omy

a fter n o on of Chemi st r y Hi s t or y to fac e, but t h e y we r e b ot h i n

v er y good s p i r i t s . Dave , t ho u gh , h ad r e a l i s e d t h a t j us t a l i tt le

more t h a n a f emal e h ad affe c t ed Simon , b e c aus e he had n ev e r be e n

l i ke t h i s b efo r e . S o Dave d idnJ t r e a l l y c on c entr a te on t h e a f t er

no on 's l e s s on s ( n ot t ha t h e ev er d id an ywa y ) , most of t h e t i me

h e was s tudying Simon - and i t wa s easy t o no t i c e that Simon

s e emed mu ch more a t e a s e , h is r e a c tion s were l es s e r r at i c a nd

self- c on s cious, and wha t ' s more , h e a c t u a l l y wa s l i s ten i n g tto

wha t wa s b e i n g s a i d by t h e mast er .

Dave que s t i oned t h i s manner, a nd then won der e d i f h e

wa s mi s s i n g ou t on some th ing - i f he h ad n ot r e a l i sed some ult r a 

i mp or t ant p o i n t . So h e d ec ided t o l i s ten a s we l l, b~t n ow and

the n h e wou l d g l a n c e t owa r d s S imon t o see i f he wa s st i l l

wa t ch i n g .

"Now - er - y e s King , wha t h appe n s if I pu t t hi s liq uid

i n t o t h i s t est t u b e ? s a i d W~ . Loader , n o t ex p e c t ing a n}thing like

a n ans we r .

" Th e y bubbl e , s i r " said Simon "and g i v e out a ga s ,

wh ich , f r om our previous ex p eriment s. is v e r y l ikely to b e c arbon

d i ox ide, alth ou gh we c oul d, of c our se, v er i f y that by a pp lyi n g a

l i gh t e d splin t t o the mouth of the test t u b e . We l l , that is

naturally when yo u hav;e perfor med t1?-e expe r i ment. "

Mr. Loa d er was qui t e s tunned . "Y- y es King , qui t e



r igh t ~ qui t e r igh t. " ·'He wi p e d i s b row shaki ly. 11Goodness me! 11

~

S i mon s miled t o himse l f and continu e d s t u dy i ng the

s omewh at shaken ma s t e r . Dave wa s aL s o quit e surp r i s ed , be c aus e

S imon never u sed t o b e any good at chemi s t r y . St i l l , n ow h e

d i dn ' t k n ow where he wa s wi th S i mon a t a l l , but i t d idn ' t r eal ly

worry h im. He r eal l y wa s v e r y e xcit ed at t h e prosp ect of f i n d i n g

S imon a l l over a gain.

The r e s t of t h e day seemed a b i t o f a drag f a r Dav e 

he was s t il l trying t o gt t hin gs . t oge t h e r , mor e s o h e was t r .i.ng

to get h i ms e l f t oge ther . For S i mon , t h i n gs were going great gun s ,

and h e fel t l ike h e wa s 8. who l e n ew world .

I V

Th e fina l bell we nt . Final b e c e u s e it wa s Fr iday.

F inal be c aus e i t wa s Eas ter , and f or S imon t h i n gs were real l y

goi n g t o happen b e cau se h e would mak e them happen .

He found h ims e l f ou t s i d e t h e s ch oo l a mi d a crowd of

p e ople wh o were t h e l i n ' people, and t hey wer e al l around him~

a n d l i s t e n i n g to wh a t h e was s a ying. He wa s t a Lk i.ng ab out why

h e l i k e d r e a l l y nic e ~irls bec ause h e wa s n ot sex mad l i ke the

others ~ a n d s a y i n g i t i n an ' I ' m b e t ter than you' manne r be caus e

he could see h ow r eal ly p e t t y t hey a l l we r e t o l i s ten t o h i m n ow,

j us t b e c a u s e he h a d gained a l ot of st a t u s . But he d idn ' t r e ject

t h e m a s lon g a s t Qe y kn ew who wa s b oss, a nyway he f e l t good b e ing

a t t h e t op f or a c h a n ge .

~~en he h ad f i n i s h e d a n d wa s s a y i n g t h a t h e had to

s p l it, t h ey al l t o l d h i m how c oo l h e was, and t h at t hey wou ld

s ee h i m a t t h e c l u b s and p laces, o~ay? and off t ;ley went , and h e

wa t ch ed t h em go ing , h e a r i ng t he i r claims "what a guy, eh? "

"S i mon - who l d have t h ou gh t it ?" "Chr i s t , he s u r e kn ows where

i t ' s a t " . He laughe d, n ot ing tha t wh en on e guy st arts t o g e t

i n t eres t ed, t h e y a l l d i v e i n, claimi n g t h a t t hey kn ow more abou t

i t tha n t he f i rst guy, a n d so on - ' I I ID r-e alLy i n to t h a t guy .

y ou kn ow ' . I t wa s actu a l l y so f u n ny b ecaus e h e wa s exactly t he

s ame S i mon King wh o s a t i n t h e s alIle d esk y e s t e r da y . But he i n 

t e n d ed to t r eat t h em l ike shi t , f or a wh i l e a t le a s t , b ec a u s e

t h e y had to h im b e f ore , a nd h e s t i l l bor e a grudge, t h ou gh he

wou ldn ' t l e t t h e m kn ow t h a t .
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S imon t urned r ou n d to h ead h ome , t hen n oticed t h a t

s ome d i s t a n c e a way Dav e wa s wa i t i n g for him . I t d i dn' t ImQff l i k e

the norma l Dave t h ou gh; t h i s one wa s u nhappy a n d int r oversive,

and S imon d idn ' t f e e l v e r y lliu ch at e a s e wi th him.

ny ou s e em to be get tin g on we l l wi t h your new f r i e n d s ll

s a id Dav e.

Simon didn ' t l i k e t he wa y he emph as i s ed ' n ew'.

"Why didn ' t y ou go wit h t hem? " Dave wa s obVi ou s l y

s u l k i n g .

"Sh i t , Dave . I d on ' t l i ke t h e m, you k n ow" .

Dav e d i dn 't l ook u p .

"Chri s t , sna~ out of it wi l l y ou ; t h e only r e a son I

made t h em c r awl l ike t h a t wa s b e ca u s e t h e y hav e b e e n r eal bas 

t a r ds t o me " .

"So where d o I c ome in a l l th i s ? 1I s a i d Dave , st opp i n g.

Simon s t opp ed to o , an d f e l t bad f or not s p eak i ng s i n c e

l unch t i me .
"Ke e p wa lki ng" .

n e luct antly, Dave walked on .

" Look, Dave , are we or are we n ot t he b e s t of f r i en ds ?

Right . Then l e t I s see you s mi l e , an d fo r ge t a ll a b ou t i t " ',

" Yeah , f a i r enou gh, but y ou ' r e n ot t h e s a me p e r s on I

k n ew yest erday . I d on ' t f eel r i gh t with you a ny more , T fee l

s ma l l , on a ·differ e n t l evel . ' I t h i nk I mus t h ave mi s sed out on

s ome t h i n g s omewh e r e alon g t h e l i n e ".

Simon h ad r ea l l y b e en ex p e c t i ng t h i s , bu t he d idn lt

wa nt i t to come be c a u s e h e h a dn ' t got a n answer .

"I still f e e l the s ame a b ou t y ou " h e r eplie d s i n c e r e l y.

" Th at s t il l d oe sn ' t h e l p) me , a nd y ou haven't exp l a ined

anything fl
• Da v e wa s by n ow qu i t e work e d up ; i n · f a c t , S imon had

nev e r known Dave l i k e thi s ev e r before , and i t wa s dif f icul t to

know how to d e a l wi t h th e s i t u a t i on . I t s e e me d t h a t h i s n ew i lli a ge

h a d le f t a t r a i l of s h a t t e r e d i d e n t i t y behi n d i t . ~~d the b ig

t ili ng beh i n d t h e who l e l o t wa s tha t h e knew e x a ct ly whe r e ev e r y

on e wa s at at t h i s p ar t i cul a r momen t of time (or a t l e a st h e

t h ought h e did j but n o- one kn ows ever yth i n g a b ou t a ny on e ev e r .

Anyway , h e h a d a good i d e a) bu t h e coul dn 't d e al wi th i t . Th a t

wa s somethin g his new p e r son had to learn about - there was a

long way to go yet. Me a nwhi l e , he h a d a certain prob l e m by t h e

n ame of Dave , and he fe ared t h a t he wa s i n d ange r of losing a

fri e n d i f he d i dn't do some t h i n g with i n t he n ext f ew mi n u tes .
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He c ou l d fee l the tension a nd anxiety that wa s bu i l d ing up

b e t we e n t hem, ' and ' he f e l t , that wa s ~ ow it sh ou l d be i n a situ

a t ion lik e t h i s - i t only wen t to c on f i r m to himself h ow r eally

c lose t heir friendsh ip wa s .

Th e y t u r n e d a c or n e r in t h e r oad a n d a s t iff breeze

a t t a c k e d t h em, whi ch mad e S i mon' s hair b l ow righ t a c r oss his

f ac e which looked very funny? and nav e had to laugh ( h e ha d

short h a i r - h e said it got in the way of h i s wor k and h e didn ' t

see t he point of it anyway) . Bimon didn't f ind i t i n the l e a s t

f unny, but he laughed to mak e ~ave feel better .

"I gu e s s I don 't fi gure r i ght , do I? " s a i d Dave .

"Jesus, i t 's a l l my fau l t . But y ou ' ve got to see that

I can' t remain stagnant , and you mi ght send me b ack to whe r e I

wa s before if I ' m no t c a r e f u l ."

"Ye ah, I s 'pos e so. Hey ~ Bimon . . . "

" What ?"

"We 're st il l on the same s c ene, aren' t we ? "

"Surely we are , wha t do y ou t h ink . I I d b e t he h e l l of

a bast ard i f I s p l i t wi th y ou a f t er all t he times we've had t o

ge t h er , . even if I , do t ry a nd aim h i gh " .

"What , you reckon I don' t aim high enouoh do y ou , is

that it ? "

" No , t hat 's j us t your t 4 i n g, that 's a l l . We ' r e all

different ~ a r en ' t we " .

"So wer e , y ou ye s t e rda y , a nd don't treat me l i k e a k i d " .

They didn't s p eak for a while . Th e n t he y both po ticed

t wo n i c e girl s walking t owards t h em, bu t on t h e oth e r sic.e o f t he

r oad . They both looked ove r , a nd S imon and Day e . b oth looked b a c k .

"Let's pull t hem" sai d Simon . " My h ouse i s emp ty to-

n ight " .

This so r t of t hing would hav e s urprised Da v e t h e day

befor e , but he r emi nde d h i ms e l f wh o S im on was today, a nd it

seemed qu i t e , a normal t h i n g f or h i m t o say . Bu t a nywa y, he

wa s n ' t too k e en on t~e i de a , a n d h e wa s in scho o ~ uni f orm , wh i ch

he hat e d be cause he thou gh t it ma de h im l ook bad .

" Come on , Dave ? t h e y ' l l hav e gon e p as t i n a minute" .

"I don't wan t t o S im on, not now" said Dav e, e mba r r a ssed.

" We l l i t ' s t oo l ate now, rea l l y I , t h i nk y ou iliUSt ecp ect

it on a p lat e you know". S imon wa s cross .

"I was n ' t s t opp in' y ou , . Don 't worry a b out me. You

don ' t ne ed me '".
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" For Chr is s ake Dav e st op fee l ing t h e h e l l so s orry f or

yourse lf a nd quit moa ning . I r e ally can' t s t i ck i t f r om you ."

" Well , I can ' t stick you either , all you e v e r d id wa s

t o bu g me wi, t h y our moan i n g a nd chronic LP" s , and n ow y ou t hink

t h a t jus t bec ause you c a n a c t c oo l a l l t h e t i me tha t I ' v e got t o ll .

Il Th a t ' s a loa d of shI t , an d y ou kn ow i t t oo; the only

reason you~nt arou n d wit h me wa s because y ou had to ~ b e cau s e n o

b ody el s e would, n ob ody els e wou ld pu t up wi t h your n owh er e s c e n e

- you just d idn ' t exist , and you s t i l l d on 't " .

Dave Ju s t c ou l dn ' t be lieve it wa s S imon way ing a l l t his ,

a nd he fe l t ut t erly alone and s orr y . Pe opl e we r e l ook i n g as we l l

and n ave h at ed t h a t , and he h a t e d t h em, Bnd he h a ted e v e r y on e .

His bes t friend h a d turn e d a ga i n s t him ~and he h ad no r e s i s tanc e.

" Oh just f'u ck off wil ~1 y ou S im on " h e s a id. Bu t S imon

h a d a l r ea.dy go ne , and i t was going to b e a l ong h oliday for Dave ,

v

We l l , i t wa s on e of those we e k s where t h i n gs r eal ly

h a pp e n ed , wa sn ' t it ? And wh os e fault wa s i t ? Yes, i t was a l l

h er f a u lt . And wh o is- she ? Ye s , i t wa s Anne J ame s . But of

cou r s e she d i dn ' t know i t wa s a l l h er f a u l t; i n f a c t , she d i dn ' t

know v e r y mu ch about i t at a l l . Don ' t ge t i t wrong , she h a d go t

i t a l l t o ge ther in her own mi n d ; she t h ou gh t s h e ~as O. S . , and

s h e was , s or t of . Her f rie n d s were alwa ys tel l i ng h e r t h a t s he

was missing ou t Dn i t a ll , an d t h a t s he was a l l mi x e d up s o me 

wh e r-e . Now t h e y t h ou gh t that , bu t she t h ou gh t she h a d a go od

s c ene go ing by her s elf ~ f ollow? ·Sh e wa s i n to I n d i a n dress making

a n d s p i r itu a lism, which she didn ' t t e ll -a b ou t b e c au s e i t wou l d

appear l i ke s h e wa s t r y i n g to win f riends by a pp e a r i n g h i p , l i k e

everyone e l se t r i e d to d o , a n d she jus t c ou l dn ' t c are l e s s . Any

way, sh e had a l ot of n i c e f r i e n d s wh o appr e c La tied whe r e she wa s

a t wi t h out t r y i n g t o do i t t h ems e l v e s.

S o Anne 's s c e n e i s ge t t ing mor e comple x and at t he

same t i me more t oge t h e r ; i n fa c t , she wa s j u s t an incr e d i b l y

n i c e s ort of girl of 15 , i f y ou lik e t hat sor t of g i r l , t~at is.

An d she h a d r e a s on a b ly we l l - of f parent s at t h e same t i me. Sh e

did a l mo s t eve r y thi n g t h a t wa s a sked of her wit hout c omp l a i n t ,

a n d wh en ever s he want e a s ome t h ing , a l l SQe had t o do was a sk ~

and almos t a lways t h e answer would be yes. Bu t it wa s n ' t of t e n

s h e a sked f or anyti h Ln g b e cause s h e d id h ave pr i de , wn i ch isn ' t

a ba d t hing , a nd anywa y s h e 'wa s n ' t al l t h at keen on h e r par e nt s .



Not t h a t the y didn't do a l l t h e y could f or h er we l f a r e , butthey

wer e rather snobby, and h e r friend s t o l d her so . She never a greed

wit h them, of course , but s h e Kn e w wh at t h ey mean t , s o she j u s t

never s a i d anythi ng . She didn' t speak mu ch on the wh o l e ,

come t o t h a t , t hough when e v e r s he d id s p e ak , s h e would always

stare a t you wi t h her be aut i f ul twinkling eye s , and say some

t h i n g re a l ly compos ed or s ubt l e , wh i ch was t he main re ason why

h e r fr iends r e s p e c t e d her s o mu ch , a n d would gather r ound if

s h e had anything at all t o say. I t wa s a d ifferent s t ory a t

s ch oo l . It was all t h e peopl e with the b i g mouths a nd the b i g

reputations who got t h e fo llowing , whi ch i s wh e r e S i mon wen t

wrong.

S i mon t hou gh t he coul d g e t a ll he wanted by s hooting

off h i s mou t h to al l the big pe ople, s o after a while he realised

h e was ge t t i ng extremely uptight about the who l e t h ing. I n f a c t ,

the people who on c e s eemed s o imp or tant t o h i m we r e n ow get t i ng

u nder h i s fe e t, and they se eme d incredibly smal l . He be gan to

real i s e t h at h e h a d l o s t e v e r cnhing t hat wa s r ea l ly i mpor t ant ,

n ame l y t h e friend s hip of Dave , 8 g i r l by t he n ame of Anue ( though

he d i dn ' t know h e r name), a nd . mos t of a l l , he h a d l os t a cert ain

t h i n g that ma d e h i m t i c k l i k e h e wa s f e e l i n g r i ght.

Me anwhi l e t h e wor l d was going round j us t like i t h a d

a lways don e and a lways wou l d d o until s omeb ody inv ents plast i c

time.. An d that wa s t he who l e troub +e. Here we r e ,l ot s of d if

ferent peopl e, just l i v i n g 8 nowhere scene with t h e ir lives

wa s t i ng away eve r y l i t t l e se c on d a l l t he t i me . And nob ody cou l d

do a nyth i n g a b out it , s o i t was up t o s omeb ody t o make t h e f i r s t

move ~ God knows wha t would h a pp e n n ex t , a nd e v en h e mu s t have

b een ge t t i ng b ored wi t h t h e wh o l e b i t .

VI

S i mon de c i d ed to qu i t t h e wh o l e s c e re an d go back t o

s qua r e one . He h d t r i e d g oing i n at the de ep end a nd h a d f ou n d

t hat i t wasn ' t so deep a f t e r a l l ; in f a c t , i t wa s j u s t a

load of mi x e d up b a l ls, and n o-on e dug i t who mat t e r e d a ny mor e .

S o t h a t wa s a d e a d e n d al l ey out of t h e wa y , and it was u p to

him ~o take the n ext turni n g off u n l e s s h e was so p is sed off

wi th t he whole t hing t h a t h e coul dn !t be bot h ered, i n which c a s e

he wa s l i k ely to end up as a nowh e r e person f or the rest of h i s

life , a nd he knew i t.
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By c o i n c i d enc e , s ome d i s t a n c e awa y a y oung g i r l wa s

h a v i n g t h e v e r y s a me kin d of s h ake - u p , a nd f or t h e f irs t t i me in

her life s h e was look i n g r ound her s e Lf a nd a ski n g h er s e l f whe t her

t h i s wa s r e al l y h er t h i n g , in t~ e S~le way a s s h e h a d qu e s t i on e d

S imon t ~e f i r s t t i me she h a d seen h i m. Th e n she wonder e d a bout

h er fr iend s a n d what t h ey r e a l l y wa n t e d out of he r , wh e t h er t .hey

r e a lly h ad not h i n g e l s e to do, b e t t e r to d o .

At th i s rat e , e v er y on e wa s go ing to b e u nd er s t u dy at

s ome t i me or ot h er , a nd n ob ody d e s er v e d all of i t a t a l l . S o

p e op l e we r e t r y i n g t o get t h ems elv es t oge t; h e r by pu t t i n g d own

oth e r p e opl e wh i ch r e a lly j u s t wa s n' t t h e way t o go a b out t h i n gs .

I~ wa~ a soc i e t y of some p e op l e t r y i n g to b e t op a n d ot her p e op le

f e e l i n g bad ab ou t i t and go ing i n t o t h ems e l v e s.

Me a nwh i l e p oor old Da v e wa s s it t ing ~ h ome fe eli ng

fu ck ed off wi t h t h e wh o l e t h i n g , a n d he wa s t h e on e wh o r e a l l y

n e e de d h e l p , bu t wh o k n ew t hat ?

VI I

Bi mon h a d t a k e n to g o ing f or l on g walks i n t h e hope of

get t ing hims e l f to ge t h er. He went fo r t h e s e wa lks over t o t h e

p a r k wh i c h alwa y s ma de him feel a t e a s e . He e njoy e d look i n g at

the b l u e s k y a nd t he l on g s t re t che s o f gr een gr a s s . Th ere was

a n a bundanc e of t r e e s i n ,t h e ' a r ea whi ch n ot on ly me a n t t h a t t h e

a i r wa s f r esh and clea n , bu t i t a l so mea nt t hat h e cou l d not s ee

t h e ro a d , and t h at mean t a l ot to h i m.

On h i s way t o and fr om t h e p a r k h e wou ld a lways make

s ure h e ' d pass t h e h ou se of the n i c e g i r l . But n e a r l y every t i me

h e d id t her e wer e no ligh ts on in t h e house , and h e ,j u s t kn ew

t h a t she was no t i n anyway . He i ID,':] g i.n e d t h at s he wo.S ou t e n 

j oy i ng h e r s e l f evenings , wi th 0 l o t of admiring guy s . ~o s h e

c ~uld t ak e t h e p i ck of . Of c our s e , i n thi s a s s umpt ion S i mon

c ouldn ' t "h a v e b e en mor e wr ong ; i n f ? c t ~ sh~ wa s do ing t he v ery

same t h ing t h a t h e ~as , a n d f or s ome reas o n t h e y had nev e r me t

whi l e ~alking t her e .

S o a l l t h i s wa s go i n g on ! un t i l on e e v e ning , wh en

S i mon wa s c r os s i n g ov er a l a r ge par t of t h e park , h e Ba w i n t h e

sha d ows ahe ad a f i gu r e s i t t ing on a b en ch. At fir s t h e wa s

f r i gh t ene d by i t . I me a n ; who wou ld p os s i bl y wa n t to s i t out

i n t h e c old on a p ark b ench a t t en o ' c lock . Mu s t b e a we i r d
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person , he t h ou ght , t hen he remembered t h a t t h a t is ex ac tly

wh e r e he had b een s i t ting a t t h e same time y _es t e rda y, and he

l a u gh e d e t his own logic .

Having r easo~ed t h i s out , he was mu ch le ss a prehensive

t owa r d t h e p e r s on, a n d decided to pas s h i m by n ear to on his way

out ; :.who k n ows , i t c ould be a person of h is a e wi t h t h e v ery

same problems , an d t h a t ' s just t h e s ort of fri end h e n e ed e d s o

- they c ould find t h ems e l v e s t ogethe~ and he lping e ach other be

c ause t h e y both unde r s t o od .

He was abou t fiv e ya rds ~way wh en he realised t h a t i t

was a girl, bu t he c oul d not s e e her f ac e be c aus e her he a d was

bowed down and h e r long b lack h a i r was dangl ing over i t . She

was e i t her i n such a t r a n c e t h a t she d i dn ' t notice him , or she

wa s just ~re t ending n ot t o no t ic e h im . He .c on c l ud e d t h a t i t

wa s t h e l a tt e r , and t h e n rea lised t h at he had c omp l e t e ly s topped

mov i n . He began t o think wh, t .a real g r o ov e it would be t o g e t

t h i n g s t oge t h e r wi th t his g i r l , e specia l l y as t h e y app eare d t o

have s imilar prob lems. In any e gs e , he look e d a b i t funny j ust

s t a n d i n g t h e r e , a nd s h e mu s t hav e k n own by t h en t h at he wa s

look i n g a t h er . S o h e sat down on the bench as we l l , of c ou r s e

makin g s ure h e wa s as f a r fr om her 8 8 p ossible. This l a d wa s

d i screet!

Wel l , t h e r e t ey were ffi~yway . S i mon c ouldn 't f or the

l i f e of him t h i nk of a s u itable way t o i ntroduc e h im s e lf i n

s u ch a s i t u at i on, and she wa s wishing t h at he'd go away and

l eav e h er on h e r own with t h e s c enery .

"Hello ! I' ll S i mon ll h e s aid ,

h i mse lf f or s ayi ng s u ch a b lank t hing .

rep l y .

"Hello! " s h e said, n ot mov i n a t a l l. Then s h e

s i gh e d.

Bimon t h ou ght shit , bu t h e thought she sighed beau t i 

fully and t h en f e l t r e ally Borry f or her , i ma gin i n g tha t c omp are d

t o h i s s itu at i on she mus t b e i n d ire p e r i l . Sh e wasn ' t , of

c ou r s e , i n anything of t h e k ind, bu t it mad e h im e v e n more

d e t e rm i n e d .

She was t hinkin s he ought a t l e a st t o l ook a t t h e

person becaus e h e was cle a r l y t r y i n g to pul l her, alt h ough she

hadn' t got toget her 'wh e t h e r she wanted t hat yet . Sh e glan c e d

a t h im f or j us t a secon d . That was e n ou gh. I t was t he guy who
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wa l k ed p a s t h e r h ou s e tha t day . She h a d recogn i s e d his co a t .

Me anwh i l e , S i mon wa s wo-nder i ng h ow t o r ede em h i ms e lf .

Th e we a t h e r i mmedia t e l y sprung t o mind, but that woul d h ave b een

another pr e t t y n e ga tive t h i n g to s ay .

" I ' m Anne " she sai d, l ook i n g st r aight at h im t h i s

t i me .

S i mon wa s stunne d wh en he real i s ed who i t wa s , als o

at t he f a c t t h a t sh e wa s t h e on e to speak .

"Bhou Ld y ou r eally b e out h e r e a l on e i n t h e p ark ? I

me an, f or al l yo u kn ow, I cou l d b e J ack t h e Rippe r or s ome body ".

"Bu t y ou ' r e not ~ a r e y ou ll s h e said nic e ly , s mil i n g

for t he fi r s t t i me.

Simon kind of f e l t a w~rm gl ow p a s s t h r ou gh him, al 

though it wa s c o l d , 8.8 h er s mi l e p e n e t r at ed h im . He t h ou gh t

s h e wa s i n c r e d ibl y be a u tif u l , as inde ed s h e wa s .

"No , I lm no t " , he said .

I t wa s akind of mut u a l happ e n i n g at t hat moment i n

t i me , fo r they both re a ch e d ov er a n d tou ched h a n ds . It was hard

to know what t o say t h e n f or a diff erent re a s on t h a n t h e f irst

time~ s o t h e y j us t s taye d as t h ey were f ee ling t h e warmth runni ng

up t h e i r arms , bu t t h e y were i n r a t er awk wa r d p os i t i on s , s o

S i mon moved c l oser to her .

"Why are yo u s i t ting h ere alon e un t i l I c ame?" h e

a s k e d .

" Bec aus e .. . . 1!

"Beca u s e what ? "

" We l l ~ beca u s e I want t o . Anywa y you a r e " .

Simon t h ou ght h e h a d be t ter n o t pursue t h a t 1 oth e r wi s e

he w,;uld hav e a v e r y s h or t re l a tionship wi t h Anne ,

"Is y our h ous e empt y ? 1I h e a s ked .

"Ye s ; bu t my p are n t s wi l l be back at e l even".

"Can we go there though, j u s t f or a whi l e 'j anyway? "

" Al l right , as l on g as t h ey donlt s e e you" .

As t hey got up , S imon won de r e d j u s t why t h e y coul dn 't

s e e him , but h e t hou ght he bet t e r n ot a s k a b out i t .

"You ' r e beau t i fu l" he s a i d.

"Oh s hu cks , I 've gone all r e d now . Th anks a nywa y.

You ' r e good l ook ing t oo ll
•

He r e a l l y l i ked t h i s g i r l . Ev e ryth i n g she s a i d s e eme d

to be perfect ~ a l l her a c t i on s were good t o w a tch . Othe r gir l s

he h a d known had t h e s e odd a n noyin g h abit s t hat he de t e s t e d -
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m~ybe h e was t oo fu s sy? St i l l , h e c ou l dn ' t h ave b een mor e h a ppy

t han h e wa s t or t hen, s o t h a t ' s al l t hat mat t e r e d .

Sh e d i dn 't really Ilmow wha t to t hink about i t al l . Fo r

h er , the t ransition f r om wha t s he used t o do to what s h e wa s

d o i ng now wa s a big s t ep . It wa s d i f f er en t fo r Simon becau se

h e ha d had a l ot of d iffi cul t ch ange s a n d wa s prepared t o f ace

n ew ones.

So most of Anne l s t h ou gh t s were cen tered a r ound t h e

whol e a spe c t of the t h i n g mor e tha n S im on h ims e l f . He , of

c ou r s e , wa s hop i n g th~ t s he was t hinki n g t he same t h i n gs t h a t he

wa s , bu t i t wa s n ' t t h at she wa s n o t k e en on h i m or anything , bu t

s he hadn ' t go t h e r s e l f t o ge t h e r fo r t h i s s ort of t h ing. On t h e

who l e no th i ng much was said on t h e way to h er h ou s e , so wh e n t hey

got t h ere it was mor e a c ase of ' f a n c y mee tin you here ' .

" We l l , h ere we are" s h e said. That wa s m the r a s t up id

t h i n g t o say, wa s n ' t i t ? Stil l , S imon unders t ood , and was l e d

u p t o t h e f r on t door . I t s eemed very b i g as h e looked u p at i t ,

a nd i ma g i n e d t h a t h e r par e nts mu s t b e b ig a nd r i ch as well 

mayb e an ex -mill i onaire ? or a J apane s e mud-wre s t le r ? ! Simon

burs t ou t l aUghing .

" What ' s f unny" s h e said .

" J a pane se mu - oh ~ it d oe s n ' t matt er, I ' m sor ry . "

·Sh e gr inni n g ly f rowned at him and pushed h i m inside .

" Ta k e a s e a t i n t h e l oun ge " she said . "l won ' t b e

lon g . I 'l l make so me co f f ee . "

" Oh no, p lease d on 't bo ther" .

II Don' t b e so s tup i d, you 're c old. Now go a Ed s i t

down".
,

He was t ou ch e d by h er t h ou gh t f u l n e s s , a n d h e spreaa

h ims e lf ou t on t h e l uxuriou s c ou ch .

" I think y ou 've got a beaut iful h ous e" h e s hout ed .

" I' m afra id I don' t " she ans wered . "And i t ' s no t my

110u s e , bu t t ha nk s anywa y" .

He n oticed a r-atire r qu a i n t piec e of' a n t i qu e p or c e l a i n

on a t able, an d clambered over to e xamine i t .

"Wha t ' s t h i s ? " h e a s ked , a s she ent ere d wi th a tray.

" W'i1 Rt r s t h a t ? 11 s he sai d , put t ins the t r a y down a n d t hen

t urnin g her e t t e n t ion over t o h i s d is c ov e ry . "Oh, t h at . I t ' s

e ar ly s i xt eenth cen tury Ja~,ane s e , ac tually . I t ' s Di n e 11 •

S imo n t h ought - go s h , s h e ' s i nno ant iques and t h a t .

Really .i t W9,S so exc i t ing f i nd i.ng ou t all the se t h i n g s ,:; b ou t h er .
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li Do you know a lot abou t ant i ques t hen ?"

" We l l , I suppo s e s o , but I'd n ever r e ally t h ou gh t

a b ou t how mu ch I know . No-one 's eve r asked me before " .

"Bu t what a bout y ou r f riends, s u re l y t he y d ig your

sc en e an d want t o know a l l abou t it .,11

"Ye s, but t h ey know t h a t if I want t h e m t o know any

t h i n g I' l l t ell them abou t i t . Ot h e rwi s e t h e y l et me be " .

Thi s w~-s t h e fi r s t t h i n g a bout .Anne he found h.ard to

un de r s t a nd, though h e k new t h a t several of his po ints s h e wou ld

f ind hard to unders t and, but even so, thi s w~s v ery unexpec ted .

He f igured she mu s t b e r e ally coo l .

She sat down bes ide him a nd h e put h i s Elrm round h e r

and fe lt r e al ly nice.

"I t hink we lre on the s a me s c e n e " sa id Simon 'a f t e r a

w.i i l. e . "I hope we get on t os ether fo r a l on g t im e, and ge t

our s elv e s t o ge ch e r as wel l. "

fl 1 lik e you t oo " s aid Anne, and k issed h im . "Your

c of f e e l s ge t t i n g c ol d."

This girl h a d really sent 8imon, ~nd he wa s in a k i n d

of da~ e as he dr a n k his c of f e e . Suddenly there was t h e sound

of a key t u r n i n g in a l a t ch an d S i mon f oun d h i s bewildered self

be ing hust l ed ou t o f t he back d oor . Th e l as t h e s a w of Anne

t h at night wa s a di s a pp e a r i n g shadow i nt o t h e hous e saying s ome 

t h i n g about s eeing h im s a me plac e same t i me t omorrow.

Wnen h e got home h is mum a lmost k i l led h e r self

l au gh i n g when s h e saw t h e l i p s tick on h is f a c e and h i s bemused

e _pre s s ion. S imon d i dn ' t no t i c e h e r .

S o a n i nc r e d i ble day f or S imon had j us t finis hed , and

a s h e l a y i n h i s bed d evo id of s l eep ~ he wondere d wh e the r i t had

real ly a l l h a pp e n e d a t a l l . It a l l s e emed so incre d i b l e . ' Li ke

a dream . A ch ance meet ing - a n i n cr e d i b l y n i ce g i r l - a -large

h ous e Li p st i ck on h is f ace S i mon f el l a s l e e p and

dreame d .

VIll

Al t h ough S i mon h a dn 't slept mu ch t h e n igh t before, h e

fe l t re a l ly great t h e n ex t da y becaus e h e was turned on. I n fa c t

h e wa s ac tual ly nic e to h i s s ist e r - she must have been v er y

s urpr ise d . He was n ' t a t a l l hungry e ith e r . n o t t h at he ever

a t e mu ch a nywa y . He s pen t al l day a t a f r i end ' s h ou s e and wa s

v ery proud of t h e f a ct t h at h e d i dn ' t me n t i on h i s a c c omp l i s hmen t
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of the n i ght b e f ore . I f t hat h a d happ ened a mon t h a go it would

have been all roun d t h e s ch oo l i n no t i me . I t wa s t h e f ac t

t h at Bimon real i sed he d idn ' t ne e d p e ople ' s a dmirat i on of h i s

a c c omplishme n t s , h e want ed t hem t o t a k e h i m f or what h e wa s .

Of cours e , tha t i s on l y logi c, because he t h o ught h e wa s 8.

b e tter p e r s on a nd d i dn ' t n ee d to b a c k h im s e l f up wit h proof.

We l l , an yway , t h i s f r i end 's name wa s Pe t e , a n d h e

wa s 8. re a l good b l oke to know. He had lon g hai r ov e r h i s

shoulders a n d wa s crazed on s i t a r mu z ak . Re k n ew a ll t he se

f r e aks who we r e i nvar i ab ly s t oned a nd would dr i f t i n to his pad

a n d n a v e t h e i r tr i ps to hi s Rav i Bh a n k h a r LP 's. Thi s p a.:ct i cular

day t h e r e we r e t wo p e opl e s qu at tin g i n h i s p ad - a ma l e and a

f emal e . The girl was obv i ou s l y going bad p l a c e s , and the guy

wa s doing h i s best to help h er . Simon thou~t t h e y we r e going

ab out it t h e wr on g way. I me an she k e p t taking mor e of t h is

ot h e r s t u f f to ma k e her f e e l oKa y , bu t a l l t h e s e did were to

make her wors e . I n a ny c a s e , t he y we r e a l l i nv olve d wi th

thems e lve s ~ s o t hey were h ardly n ot i c e d unl es s s he s tart e d

sho uting or cla i ming t hey we r e al l aga i n s t her , or un le ss he

asked de s p era t e l y f or a t owel .

P e t e .wou l d ignore them for the most par t , n o t t hat

h e was a dr a g or a ny t h i n g b e cau s e h e was on e of t he mos t

a r r e s ting pers onalit ies y ou c oul d know, but h e wa s a l ways

wr i t i n g th ings d own, especial l y when s i t ar mu s i c wa s playing ,

wh i ch was al l t h e time a t ni s pad . Funny t hin g wa s t h a t n obody

comp l a ine d ab ou t h i s s i t a r mu s i c be c au s e , as i t wa s on all the

t i me, i t h a d b e c ome c. p ar t of t h e p lac e , l ike if y ou l e f t i t

an d a whil e l a t e r you h e a r d some sitar ruu s i c , you were cer tain

to th i nk of that pad . Of c our s e , y ou enter t h e p a d for t h e

f i r s t t i me an d after a wh i l e you might s a y wha t a drag t h e mu s i c

wa s b ec omi n g , but ~u l d g e t u sed t o i t .

Th e re a s on Bi mon wa s t h er e wa s b e c a u s e he l i ke d

r e a d i n g t h e p Rran o i c s t u f f t hi s guy t u r n ed ou t , and h e l i k e d

t a l k ing wi th him as well be cause h e wa s in tere s ting and h e k n ew

all ab out -wh a t wa s h app enin g everywher e - s ome t i mes all o f a

s u dd en he wou ld br eak ou t i n t o a f a sc i na t i n g ,s t or y a b out a

s pe e d f r e a k or s ome t h i ng . Al s o he kn ew al l t h e se groov y p e op l e

who'd dr op i n f or h a l f an h our n ow a n d then, or h e'd drop in

on t hem. S imon liked s it ar mu s i c as we l l , but wh en y ou act u a l l y

tr i e d hard to l i s t e n to i t , i t d i d become s omewhat of a dr ag,
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s o t h en h e 'd divert h i s a t t ent i on t o t he ot h er i n t e r e s ting

t hings in t he r o om, or hel d wa i t u ntil F e t e sp lit t o a fr ien d

f or a wh i l e , and s l i p on a non-sit a r a ] bum ( of wh i ch t h ere we r e

v e r y few) .

Round a b out f i v e ( 'c lock Somon became very bor e d a nd

wa s dyi n g t o see Anne a ga i n . Seeing a s h ow. t h e c ouple had l eft

a wh i le ago a nd F e t e wa s v i s i t i n g , S i mon d e c i d e d t o s l i t him

s e l f a nd d i d .

Ou t s ide the weather was b ad , i n f act it f e l t ominous l y

l i k e there wa s go i n g t o be a r i ght p is s d own . Th is i n i t self

didn 't b other S imo n , bu t h e was a f r a i d he wou l dn 't me e t Anne in

t h e p a r k . Then h e wondered a ga i n why h e couldn' t me e t h e r

p a r e n t s; I mean , d aTIl1Il i t, a l l he h ad to do wa s to go up a n d rin g

t he front door b e l l . s t i l l , a s s h e had t o ld him h e bet t er not ,

h e de c ide d t o d i s r e g a rd h is be t ter j u dgement and h op e f or t h e

be s t s he wa s i n t h e p a r k .

He gr a bbe d a b it e t o e a t at home a nd s a i d v a gu ely

he was go i n g t o a f r i e n d ' s h ous e on h i s wa y out . By now, t h e

c lo ud s had r e a l l y op ened, but a l e ast t h e wors t was over ,

a nd t h e m i n vasn 't qu i t e so bad as i t h a d been . He was st i l l

worr i ed t h ough and n a d de cided t n at i f s he wasn ' t t h e r e h e ld

r i s k ni s ne ck and go st r aigh t up to h er f r on t door .

Anj\~ay, i t t u r n e d ou t t h at t hat wasn ' t ne c e s s a r y , for

a f t e r ab out half a n hour of s qu elch i n g aro und t he pla c e~ h e

ev ent u a l l y saw h e r c omi n g t owa r d s h im under an umbrell a~

He fe l t ve r y glad t o s e e he r c omin g, but t h e r ain wa s r ath e r

d epr e s s i 1).g .

"Chris t I'm glad to see y ou " he said as s h e was in

hear i ng ran ge . " I wa s ~f.I' aid you i"i gh t not c cmev .

IIWh? I l i k e t h e ra i.n" she . sai d .

"Oh we l l , t h a t I s al l r i :;;ht t h e n . What ~ av e yo u b e en

doing a l l my? "

"1 've been .a t . . . a fri e nd I Si ' .

" Oh fuck, t h a t ' s where I ' ve be e n a l l daj . Why

d idn 't you say where you ' 0.. b e y e s t e r d a y ? l e c ou l d n av e been

t og e t her a l l d a y . I h a.rd l y ~~nQ1.1J y ou a t a l l ye t '".

II I l m sor r y S imon. I' m no t used to t h i s s o r t of t h i n g ,

t h a t ' s all."

Th e n , qu i t e u n e xp e c t edly , her ey e s b egan water ing

nd s h e f ell t owa r d s him . Simon was t ot a l l y u n expe c t i n g t h i s ,
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a nd only j u s t managed t o ho ld h e r b e fore she fel l t o t h e

s r ou n d . She tried t o f ocus on h im , bu t her visi on wa s al l

haywi r e . It was a Lt oge t h e r 8. r ather awkward p ose, and wh en sh e

f i n e.lly s eeme d to h ave r e c ov ered f r om whateve r i t was , S imon ' s

a r ms were r e a l l y a ch ing . But n a tural l y h e wasn ' t wor ried about

his arms wh en Anne c ou l d b e s uffering fro m s ome s er ious c om

p laint .

"You shou l d h ave t old me you weren ' t we l l ; t h i s

r a in c a n 't be do i n g y ou an y good".

~No no plea se . Il m a l l r ight ; itl e no th ing t o d o

wi t h that . I ' m f i n e n ow , hones t ly" .

" God, I hate t o se e y ou like this. I l i k e you a n

awf u l l ot , you know" .

Thi s ma de Anne smi l e again , and ~h e clung t i gh t l y

on to h im . S imon d i dn ' t know wh e t h e r t h i s meant s h e lik e d h im

a l ot as we l l , or wh e t h e r she wa s afraid . But why s hou l d s he

b e afraid? The t h ou ght of drugs c ame into h i s mind , but he

knew t h a t she c ouldn't po s sibly know how to ~et ho l d of any .

So h e c onvinc e d hims elf t h a t i t wa s b ec 9u se s he l iked h im a

lot, a nd t h at made h im feel be t ter , s o he held on t o h e r mor e

ti ght ly a s we l l .

. " Where are we goin g? " aske d Anne.

" Well, where do you want t o g o ? My p l a c e i s e mpty,

but it ' s n o t much. Wha t ab ou t y ou r hou s e ? "

"I t o l d y ou , it' s n ot my house and I don ' t wa n t to

go there a nywa y . Your p lace i s fine" .

She wa s very t ouch y ab out h e r hous e , which~s a drag

becau s e Bimon fel t i nhib i ted a t his p lac e . At leas t i s was

somewh e r e t h e y c ou l d talk an d ge t t o know each othe r bet ter ,

and a n ywh ere wa s bet ter t h a n ou t in t h i s c r a p . S o of f t hey

we n t to t h e Ki ngs ' h ous e . They didn 't s p e ak mu ch be c aus e the

r a i n was maki ng too mu ch n o ise.

"Nearly t h e r e " s a id Bimon , b ut h e didn' t s a y a ny tai n g

e l s e bec aus e h e s a w s h e wa s n ' t l i s t e n i ng . Sh e wa s j ust s tar i n g

s t r ai ght a h ead a nd s t i l l d idn ' t l oo~ v ery wel l .

The evenin g t u r n ed out t o b e t h e hel l o f a l e t - down

f or Bimon . Anne was v e r y unresp on s i v e a l l e v eni n g , b o t h to
I

h is t alk i ng a n d h i s a dvances. S o h e j u s t s a t t h e r e wond e r i n g

wh at to d o n ex t , whi l e ~he mus i c c onf us ed a l l h is t ho u ghts.

And t h e n d i s a s t e r . Wh i l e h e wa s h av ing a s l a s h she
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split t h e p lac e , l e a v i n g a s c rawl e d me ssa ge whi ch r ead :

Dear S irno n ,

I had to go , I wa s being a drag . I ' d be t ter

tell y ou that I've s p e n t a l l da y wi th t his guy and we were

both h igh . Goodbye . I d ou b t i f you ' l l want t o s e e me aga in .

Anne .

S imon un der sta n dably wa s s t unned, a nd h e r eeled back

i nto a ch air whe n h e had read it . Bu t , of c ou r se, i t a l l

sus ses ou t now, h e t hou gh t, s he mu s t h a v e been spac i n g al l

evening . Oh shit , not dr u gs - a nd another guy as we l l .

By the t i me he had go t i t a l l togeth er , it wa s t oo

l a te t o g o a fte r h e r and he k i cked h ims e lf fo r n ot t h i nki n g of

i t sooner. He just h ad t o s ee h e r a gain, b .r t whe n ? I n any

c as e , h e wa sn 't go i n g t o grab mu c h s l e ep taa t night .

I X

S imon woke up e arly t h e next day , and couldn't ge t

back t o sleep, s o he go t fed up wi t h t h a t b i t , and got up and

dr esse d . He st i l l d idn I t know what to do. The f a c t wa s t h at h e

wa s s u r e h e kn ew Anne ~ surely en ou gh t o r eal ise s he wa s n o t t h e

s or t of a g i rl who 'd wi l lingl y t a k e r ugs - but wh a t ab out the

u'uy - wh ere d id he come int o i t ?

Luckily a l l t h e s e mixe d up t h ou gh t s s ent Simon to

sleep, a n d t he n ext t i me he awoke was f or din n er.

" Di nn er !" s omeone said v e r y loudl y.

He ca me to wi t h a s t ar t , and a l l of a s u dd en h e

r e me mber ed the fix and i t st abb ed h im .

Anyway, he h a d to s ee h e r again , t h a t was c e r t a i n , but

how the he l l could h e? Everyt h i ng was j us t sn i t and he wi sh e d

he c ou l d c hu c k t he whole t h i n g an d s tar t again . But h e felt

he wa s t oo f a r i nvolved to ease out now .

Afterno on . He t ook some s andwich e s do~~ t o t h e p ark .

A s~t of vigi l , he mu s e d . u t i l l , i t was s ome t h ing?

Chr is t , all t hi s wa s n ' t his sc ene, and h e coul d see

h e was just go i ng the same wa y a s is s h i t s c e n e o f a mon t h a go.

Tr yin g t o put a l l h i s t h oQght s in c old s t orage, h e s pl it t o the

p ark wi t h a b ook on Russ ian Soc i o l o gy . .We l l , wh y ' no t ?
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I t wa s reasonably n ice out , so a t l e a s t i t w a s c om

fo r t a b l e. There were some n i c e chicks about, bu t he wa s n ' t in

t h e mood, s o h e j u s t not ed t hem a n d went b ack to h i s book.

He wa sn ' t all t h a t mu ch into i t , but it ~ind of g ave h im ~ a fr on t

so h e could get i t to ge t h e r a b ou t wh a t h e wa s go i ng . to do about

Arme .
Come six, h i s gr u b gone, h e wa s hun gry and bored st iff

a n d pret ty cold. So he j umpe d a bout a b i t when n o one wa s looking

a nd contracted hims e l f to d o a l ap of t h e p l a c e, a nd i f sh e wasn't

a n ywher e t o be seen, h e ' d go r i ght up t o h e r fr ont door , s o there !

Sa t isfi e d wi th h ims e l f, he b oun c e d of f h av i n g a reasonably to

ge t h e r mi nd.

But a ft er t h r e e - qu a r t e r s of a l a p of h e r n ot being

there ~ he wa s worried agai n a n d t h ough t ma y b e h e wa s being a

b it h as t y "in al l of i t , I llie a n i t wa s only h a lf s i x .

No , he 'd p rov e h i ms e lf t o b e good to h is wor d and off

h e we n t , no me ss i ng . By the way, S imon believed in destiny,

which wa s about to~ke i t s c ourse as he no t i c e d a crowd of h i p

lookin g guys f reaking down t h e ro ad . He s mi l ed ov er t o the m

because t he y were c oo l look i ng, not the des t r u ct i v e crowd.

Dave was wi th them. S i mon check e d h .i.ms e Lf . Dave

was wi t h t hem. This in it se l f was n o t i ncr edib ly sur prising

( at leat S imon tried to c onvince h i mself it wasn 't ) , h el d

obviously gone f rom on e extreme t o t h e othe r (and t h a t wasn ' t

s o u nusual either ) , but it was the fac t t h a t und e r h i s a rm was

this inc r ed i bly freaky lookin g c h ick , and t h e y were both s toned

and h a vin g f un. Sh i t : why h im ? I could be wi t h t h e m, why

him? How d id h e g e t i nt o t hat c rowd a nyway , Dave was obl ivi ous

t o the who l e real wor l d and d i dn ' t n oti c e S i rnon who very n e arly

wa l ked i n fr on t o f a bus i n h is s tupor .

E'i.n.;s h i mself a t Anne I s front door , t hinks , wa i t s,

l ook s. Here we go , he t hou 3ht. Rings be l l , wa i t s . Rings be l l

a ga in , wai t s a ga in . Just go i n g , h e a r s door , t urns back .

"Yes? " A f i gu r e jus t ab ou t resembl ing Anue came t o

t ~ e door. She 1 s l ook i n g v e r y ill indeed and wa s clutc hing her

he ad , s hielding h er e yes fr om t h e l i gh t.

"Ch r i s t - S i mon!" she s aid 'l p a l lidl y try i n g to focus

on h im . " I ' m not infl" . Sh e a t tempt e d to c l os e the do or, a n d

W cJ S pre v e n t e d. He gr abbed her wr i s t s a n d t a l k e d t o h er s t ra igh t .
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I n f ac t ) h e wa s r at il er t oo .harsh - sort of s pu r of the momerit .

,"Vlh a t the h e l l d o y ou mean by j u st spl it t ing on me

l i ke t.h ati ? Okay , s o .y ou tho ~c 6ht you were a drag - but e l l you

had t o do W9.S S Y s o, apart fr om t his drug b i t . And how t h e

h e l l d i d you 0et i nto t h o s e ? I t hou ght you were sens ible,

g i r l. And who's t h i s guy?

Sh e was do ing h er best to t a k e i n al l h e was s-ayi.ng ,

a l t h ou gh she knew it a l l had t o c ome, but she had ho~ed never

to Bee him qsain, but h e re h e wa s .

"B i t i n t h ere, please . You're h ur ting me ".

He d idn ' t r eal i s e h e was gr ipp ing her so hard , and

det r acte d qu i ckly l e a v i n g t wo T '3.r k s on her wr is t s .

"Plea se" .

"Yes, of co ur s e " .

He fel t bad f or t r eatin g h e r rough , and t r i e d v e r y

hard t o make her s e e tha t i t was unin tentional , but she seeme d

s trange ly unrespons i ve t o mos t t hin gs.

" I supp ose I' v e got 3. l ot t o e x plain . You may hav e

n ot i c e d I have not b e en t h e s a me i n t h e pas t c ouple of days.

You s ee, before I had me t ·y ou i n t h e park yes ter day, I h a d

b e en rou n d this guy's hous e . P lea s e don ' t ge t ili e wrong, I

d i dn ' t r eally want t o 60 at a l l - i n f ac t I' d hav e liked to

h ave b e e n wi th you, bu t i t was my f r i ends yo u s ee , the y tol d me

what a grea t person t h i s gu y was ~ and t h at I' d like t o me e t him,

and so I was persuaded t o go . How w~s I t o kn ow t h is 'gr e a t guy'

was a pu s h er ? Any\T-Jay, b e fo re I knew it h e had s l ipped me some

s p ee d , and wh e n i t h ad t a k e n me t he y a l l s aid h ow br i l l iant i t

was wa sn ' t i t ? And I wa s c r a zy wi th h a t i n g t he b i t ches , a n d I

s cre a med a t t h e m. Not only tha t btit t h e dr ugs wer e doin g ba d

t h i n g s f or me, and s uddenly t h i s f r e a k s e e me d l i k e t he n.os t

d isgust i ng person in the who l e wor l d and I fl ed the p l ac e in

ter ror, a lmo s t br eaki ng my n ex k on t he wa y out . Af t e r t h at I

j u s t wandered abou t keeping c l e a r of e ver y on e because the y

were a l l out to g e t me I swear i t , a n d I was t h i n k i n g a ll

t h e s e fr i gh t eni n g t h i n gs , and I h a d to keep a wa y f r om al l t h e

s h a dows because of what migh t ha~ been l urkin g in t hem, an d

e v en t he light had t h e me nac e of showing up t h e s hadows even

mor e . I had no bearings, ~ll my s e n s e o f dir ection was hay

wi r e . I .!u s t hav e wandere d ab ou t for nou r s ~ and it wa s only

by l u ck that I f ound y ou, t h a nk God . But I f e l t d i ff e r e n t t h e n ,

a nd like I wa s dou b l e cro s s i n g , y ou a t t h e t i me. You see my
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t h ou gh t s were a l l mixed up , and I thought I ' d don e some really

evil t h i n g s with t~ is pusher guy who r eally I h ated . S o you

eee t .ha t I s why I wrote the ' note . Sinc e then I fe lt a real come

d own, and s omeh ow i n my coat I found another joint t h at they mu s t

have sl ipped me b e f or e I tur n e d bad, and honest Simon I just had

to mke i t . And now I'm coming down f r om that, and I n eed so me

mor e".

Anne l ooked half dead ~ and she f ell b a ck into one of

the large ch a i r s . This was ,S i mon ' s week f or s t r a i n , and her ,

s tory left h i m wondering whet her t o f e e l sorry f or h er , feel

s orry f or hims elf ~ hat e h e r , love h e r , kill t h a t pusher, k i l l

her f r i en d s " or k i l l himself. We l l , k i l l i n g h imse l f would h ave

been a bit drastig a n d pointles s - n ot t h at h e h a d the nerve

anyway .

"Can I get you a ny t h i n g ? "

"Shit?"

"No ~ what I me a n t wa s, wou l d you like some c of f e e ? "

"Coffee? COFFE E? How c a n you ta.Lk ab ou t coffee when

I tell yo u things yOU'd n ever have d r e ame d happening . Tr ou bl e

with y ou is that y ou 're j u s t t oo c oo l ab ou t t he whole thing."

Chris t, s h e had i t a l l wr-ong .

" Look , I ought t o weLk ou t of here right n ow i f i t

wa s n I t f or t he f' a c t I t hink y ou 're t he DiOS t incredible girl

I've ev e r me t " .

"Oh J esus , p l ease c ome ove r here and ho ld me S i mon " .

Simon j us t k ep t back t ears as h e went ov er , an d j u s t

d i dn 't wa n t t o mov e when h e s t a r t e d ma k i n g l ov e all over h er .

She fe l t so good , s h e j u s t d i dn ' t move a nd things~re really

happening between t h e m. I t had begun.

Meanwh i l e t h e world wa s ob l i v i ous and i t we n t on

g o ing r ou n d and round .. . ".

x

The re s t of the h o l i days were j u s t a s cool as a fresh

breeze fo r Simon and Anne , a nd t h ey s :gent every mi nu t e they coul d

toge t her, e ach momen t f i nding out mor e and mor e a b out each ot 'h e .r ,

each moment l i k i n g each other mor e and more. Simon soon got h e r

off t h i n k i n g about drugs and t h a t , an d in no time t hey on l y

l augh e d wh e n t h e y remembered about tha t t i me s h e h a d t h e ex

p erience wi th the drugs. So everything was beautiful, and n o

b ody e lse seemed t o mat t e r any mor e t h ou gh ev ery one was beauti

ful . An d mos t of all they were both sle e p i n g n ights fo r t h e firs t
t i me i n age s .



At t h e same t i me t h e y were sort ing out each ot hers

own personal hangups, wh i ch of t e n t ur n e d out t o be the same

ones a nyway. Th ey f ound t h ey could t a l k f r eely on many mor e

d ifferen t s ub jects t h e mor e they got t o know e ach other , and

eventual ly t hey had all t h e i r own lit tle pr i vat e j ok es a n d

me a n i n gs , t h a t p e op l e wou l d s ome t Lmes f r ovm at but the y I d jus t

l augh a bout i t all . In fac t t ey l a u gh e d at life a s a whole,
, .

and enjoyed i t all t remendous l y . But d on ' t y ou s e e ? The mor e

y ou l a u gh along life , t h e mor e you t r e a s u r e it, a nd t hey. .
treasured l i fe an awf u l l o t . S o mu ch so t h a t t hey decided t o

do a sor t of j o int v ent ure by searching all ov e r for r eligion ,

and this was t h e firs t really s o l i d t h i n g t hat s ent them on a

whole n ew s c e n e of their own , a nd c ome t he e n d of t .i e h o l iday

t he y were just d i ff e r ent p e op l e . I n f act , life a s a who l e h ad

a comp letely differe n t lli 2ani n g f or t hem, a s t h e ir frie nd s were

to find ou t .

X L

First days of new ~rms a r e a lways t he s ame . Pe opl e

we r e wander i n g a bo u t s haking h a nds and s a y ing h ow are you , a nd

wher e h .ve you be e n , a n d s lapp i n g backs. _Ot h e r s we r e the centre

of at t rac t ion , n a me dr opping and r e 18 t ing unique experience s ou t

o f t r i v i a l ho l iday happen~ngs . It was a so rt of exc i t e ment b e f ore

t he st or m, be c ause in seven we eks i t was ' 0' lev e ls , a nd t h a t

meant work , e s pecially as t h e moc k resul t s were not , 81 1 t h at

e n c ouraging.

S i llion wa s n ' t to o invo l ved in a l l t hi s , but h e wa t ched

i t Al l conte ntedly , a n d now a n d t h e n wo ul d a cknowl e d ge t he p e op l e

wh o sa i d "IH! 11 t o h im, and e n ga ge in t h e odd c onv ersa t ion , usually

a bou t o t her people' s hangups . They al l found S imon wa s very

r e c eptive to their problems , and h e was s tran~e ly f ascin a ting

to them. Another n ew s c e n e , t h e y s ussed.

Dave wa s r eal ly c omplet e ly different now. He h ung

a bout wi t h a c ool s ixth fo rm grou p , a nd tre a ted a l l h i s old

f r i ends lik e t~ey were tot al s trange r s . S imon wa t ch e d Da v e

qu i t e closely , and wh en ev e r Dave me t ~is gaze he t ur n e d away

abrup t l y, wh i ch p l eased Simon a l ot , a l though he wa s e nv i ous of

h i m in a way . He a l s o not iced t h at a lot of . ~ e ople who us ed t o

be quiet and una ssumin g we r e a lot more out of t h eir respec t i v e

s he l ls , ~~d i t was qu i t e intere s ting to sus s t h em out . I n f act ~
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a ll i n a l l, S i mon r eve l led i n a l l t h e pe ople around him.

~fuen t h e b e l l w~nt , ev er y on e was s l ow to go i n ,

be c ause t h e y were n ot u sed t o b e i ng t old whe t t'J d o , a n d felt

r ebellious - a s wa s t h e i r wont . It was t h e h e l l of a racke t i n

t h e c l as s room, you 'd t hink s ome of t h em we r e i nf a nt s the n oise

they were makin g . So it wa s obvi 'Jus that whi l e SOlE e of t h e m h ad

realised t h at t h ey a r e b e c omin g r~spons ibl ~ youn g men, o t h e r s

we r e s t i l l under t h e same i n f l u e n c e s t h ey h a el been two y e a rs

b e for e . I t j ust t o ok a f r i e n d t o s p ark off anot her ' s r e a6tions

and t h e y wou ld' both' b e a c t i ng extreme l y childi s hly. Billon , e. s

h a d many oth er s , h ad r e a l ise d t h a t t h i s h a ppened f or t h e m n ot

s o l on g ago , and t h ey h a d ov er come i t by vir tual ly i gn or i n g t he

child i sh se c t or of bot h t h eirs and o t h er peop l e i s character .

That' s l i fe - s ome pe op l e n e v er grow up.

Th eir f orm ma s t e r e ntered t h e f or m wi th . h is u s u a l

' h e r e we g o a ga i n ' f ac e . He ga ve t h em an ' i f you t h i nk t his

term i s going to b e plain sail ing yo u ' v e got a n ot h er t hink

c omi n g ' speech , a nd t old t h e m t o shut up and ge t on wi t h s ome

th i n g e duc a t i on a l whi l e h e worke d out homework t i me tab les a nd

other red t a~e cr ap . So e v ery on e pu l led ou t t ~ e ir mu s i c maga 

z jjn e s , p ol os 1c a r ds, p e r ver t ed b ook s , an d ot h e r mi s c e l l ane ou s

i l l e gal i t i e s . They als o c on tinue d t h eir fr i gh t fu l row. Th e

mas t e r look e d up and s i ghed . It was t oo mu ch t o ex p e ct t hey

wou l d f urth e r t heir educ a tion , t h e y had t o be prodded awak e al l

t h e t i me. He wa s sure t he y we r e d o i ng i t al l t o annoy h i m.

Th e b oy s weren ' t t he only p e ople i n t h e school wi t h p e r s e cu 

t i on c omplexes .

S illion , on t h e ot h e r h and, had los t most of h i s i n t e r e s t

i n mod ern mus i c and t h e l i ke . P er v e r t e d b ooks we r e only f or

p e ople wh o were wi t h out t h ems e l v e s , or ne eded t o l e a r n mor e

f ac t s . P ol os he l i k e d , and any con t r i but ion s we r e grat eful l y

re c e ived . , Bu t h e in f a c t was re ading a book on the earl y fo ur t h

century in J apane s e art in order to e n g a ge in a n int e l ligent

c on s e r v a t ion wi t h Anne on the s u b j e c t . Sh e d i dn ' t know a bout

t h i s , a n d h e was l ook i n g f or ward to s eeing h e r f a c e wh e n h e t ol d

her . I t r e a l l y wa s the b e s t t h i n g in t he wor l d wh e n she smiled ~

and dur i n g even t he wor s t da y s of the f o l l owing t er m, all h e - h ad

to d o was t h i n k of t h e smile ~ a nd it wou ld c a r r y h i m t hrou gh

his da y no t r o ub l e. Th i s f a ct wor r i e d p e op l e a t t i me s and t h e y

wonde r ed wh e t h e r h e was a l l r igh t . In time h e dev e l op e d the
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n i c kn ame of ' Smil i n g Bi mon ' .

Lu n ch t i mes S imon would sp e n d e i t h e r wi t h To n y Ma r t i n

or Ri ck Loader . Th e y we r e both q uit e s i mi l ar i n many way s . They

b ot h h ad extre mely s mart bike s ; bot~ had an a f f ini t y fo r the

opp osit e sex wh i ch t h e y !e r e famous f or ; both h ad conne c t ions

in t h e mus i c wor ld , b e i n g i n groups t h emselve s - Tonly wa s a

b ass gu i tar i s t , Ri ck a voc al i s t and s ax ophoni s t . S o S imon f elt

h e wa s pre tty l u cky to go~ound wi th a c ouple of s u ch c oo l guys

a s t h e s e, a nd t hey cou l d t a l k for Age s on mutua l s u b j e c ts ' s uch

a s females. S imon pre f er r ed t o t a l k ge n era l l y . and h a rdl y ever

men t i oned Anne i n c onv ers a t i on . He d idn ' t , no t be c ~us e t h e y

weren ' t good f r ien ds, but h eful t a l o t of t h i n g s were pr i vat e

betwee n h im ~nd Anne , and s h ou l d b e l e f t a s such .

Meanwh ile, ~nne was h aving mu ch of a simi l ar time a t

h e r s ch oo l , a l though . t h e g irl s we r e mu ch mor e c onscious of h ow

old t hey outwar d l y ap p e ared , and t h e y wou l d a c t v ery gr own u p

e v en if t h e y we r e s t i l l j us t k ids a t h e a r t . Th i s was ~u ite

aD~s ing t D wat ch becaus e it wa s u s ual ly ex treme ly e a s y to s uss

ou t h ow o l d they r eall y were . So it wa s a sort of rat r ac e et

her s choo l , bu t d i fferent 6r oups of much a s i mi lar t ype would

s t ick t o gether , j u s t t h e same as tQ e boys . Ann e went wi th a

fa irl y l arge gr oup of mat u r e r g i r l s , and wasn 't to o f u s s y on

wh o she liked mos t .

But, as g i r l s tern. t o do , s he wou ld be t h ink :ing

a bou t S imon a l ot mor e t han h e was t h i n k i n g ab ou t h e r - no t

t h at h e ' didn' t l i k e he r a s mu ch , in f a c t h e probab ly l i ked he r

more, but g i r l s a t tach a lo t more i mport anc e t o hav i n g a st eady

boy fr i end t han v ic e v ers a . I t was much more of a s tat u s Sj~

bo l a t a g i r l s s choo l . Sh e wou ldn ' t boast about S imon , she

wa s n ' t t h e t yp e t o , a n d anyway s he fe l t t he s a me wa y as h e did

a b ou t t h e ir mutual s e c r e t s - bu t i t was t h e f ac t t h at al l t h e

other g i r l s would b oa st a lot and visua l l y be seen t o be t h i n k

i n g a b ou t i t t h at mad e h e r t h i nk abou t i t . a s well . So fo r h e r

the days d id s e em to dr a g on just 8 b i t , and whe n t h e we lcome be l l

r a n g a t the e nd of t h e d a y she ' d he , v e a s ig~ of r e lie f.

When homewor k a l l owe d , S i mon woul d s e e a s mu ch of

Arme a s p os s i b l e . They c ould of t en he l p i n e a ch other's wor k

anyway , a nd s ome t i mes Anne wou l d a s k f or advic e f r om S imon

e ~din g u p t h a t h e ' d b e d oin g t h e work h ims e l f a nd she ' d b e

tryin g n ot to l a u gh wa't ch i.n g h is f a c e be ing a l l t e ch n ica l a nd
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knowledga ble . Then he 'd turn t o h e r and say "you're n ot l i s

t en i n g , a r e _you " a nd they 'd both l a u gh and rol l over on t h e

f 1 90r a nd s t art k i ss i ng wi th bo oks s c ~ttering t n a l l d i r e c t ion s

on the f l oor. I t was l ucky they b ot had it a l l to gethe r in

the ir mi nds , otherwise t hey wou ld be get t ing a l ong wa y behind

i n t he ir s cho ol wor k . But t h en aga i n , only t wo pe opl e who

we r e as re a s o a b ly i ntellige n t , as t hey wer e c ou l d hav e such a

relat i onship as t .he Lr s . Mo s t a t t heir p o i n t of age a nd e xperi

ence would ha v e spl i t up b y n ow, so they real l y mu s t hav e had a

pret ty good t hin g g oing f or them.

XII

Now e v e r yth ing was s eemingl y go i ng fin e a l l r ound .

except fo r one f actor - Simon had y e t t o meet Anne I s p a r ent s j

a nd wh en ev er he Asked her about t hem she wou ld very cle v erly

f ind a way r oun d i t o r change t he s ub je c t . Mo s t of their time

W8.S e i ther s p e n.t at Simon I s hous e or out s omewhe r-e , and whenever

they were a t her h ouse, her ~Rrent e were . lw~ y s ou t . This ; t o

say t h e l e a st, my s t i f i ed S i mon . He h ad Qu ite a good i d e a of

what t ~ley we r-e l ike f rom the odd p o ints he W A S ab Le t o extract

fro m .~ne . They we r e a conserv9t i ve mi dd l e cl a s s c ouple, b oth

wor k i n g f or Rn e x tre mely d i s t ins u ished fi r m of s tock brokers.

He wa s a d irector of s ome c apacity , she an 8sen t who did bac k 

gr oun d work on v ari ou s comp a n ie s. Th a t i n p c t was h ow t h e y h ad

met , eXC8) t of c our s e they did~ ' t h ave ~u it e such re s p e ct able

j obs when they fi r s t met . ~o st evenings t h e y would s r end a t

s o c ial g~therin6s and c oc ktai l par ties or goin~ t o t~ 3 play

house t o watch Shakes;>e r e , t ae oper-a or ba l l e t . I n fac t , n.o r e

or less t h e t -p i c a l we l l t o d o Asenda .

Ap~arent ly t~0 ugh : h e r fa ther wa s ehe on e who she

disl i ked . He wa s certainly not as y o unz a s shs wou l d h av e

liked ~ a nd h e was t h e s or t of f at~er who had de f ini t e i de a s n

c e r t a i n sub jects conc e rning his dau~hter ' littl e ~~Lie ' A S h e

cal led her. She dete sted t~i s ni ckname a e much ~s 2 ' e de t e s t ed

h is who l e a t t itude t owa r d s ~er "weLfa r-e ' 9S h e put it . She h ad

stopped b e ing ' littl e ADni e ' S0me time ago 1 a~d fe l t t h a t he wss

n ow t r yin g t o e t a t her b y using i t a s h e d id. Her mo t h e r

would tak e her s ide Rga ins t h im s ometimes, bu t h . would a lways

win ov e r t hem bot h .

But , 8.S i n mos t r-e Le t Lcn s .i i.p s , there were t i me s when

t h e y wou l d a l l 'e t a l onz fi~e wi th each othe r , a nd remembe r ing
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t h e s e t i me s wa s wh a t in t h e fina l a n a l y s i s kept t h e m t o ge t h e r

as a f a mily .

The t h i n g was t h a t Bimon r e a d i l y under s t o od a l l t h i s ,

t h er e we r e a lot of c a ses l i ke it - t h e on l y child in a we l l- to

d o family b e i ng k ep t awa y f r om 'ba d i nfluen ces ' , only to pr e 

v ent a s oc i a l s candal fo r the p a r ent s if t h i n g s went a b it

ou t of step f or t h e ch ild . S o wh y coul dn1t he me e t them? I

mean , s h e coul dn 1 t c ov e r h i m up indef i nit ely - t h e y h ad t o face

f a c t s s ome t i me . St i l l , 2 imon wa s n ' t go ing t o push t h e ma t t e r

t oo mu ch, a n d j u s t had to l e t t h i n gs h a ppen a s they woul d fo r t h e

t i me being . He wa s h app y enough a s h e wa s a nywa y , a n d a f ter a l l

h e d id k n ow a f a i r a mou n t a bou t t h em. Anne t r i ed not t o br i n g

t h em u p at all i f s he c ou l d h e l p i t, s o t h e y hardl y ex i s t ed mos t

of t he t i me.

Bimon ' s p a rents wer e v e r y a t t a ch ed to Anne , de spit e

t h e f a c t t h a t t h ey c ame f r om a di f f e r e n t b a ckgr ound - and t h e r e

a l way s ex i s t e d a v e r y sma l l a mount of cla s s jeal ousy, b ilt i t wa s

eas y t o see t h a t Ann e was Li k e an y ot h e r n i c e g i r l . I t would

ten d t o annoy S i mon when occasion811y Anne would venture i nt o

di scu s s ion s wi th his par ents, and he' d jus t s t and ab out doing

no thing but g e t more frus tra ted e a ch mi nut e . He ' d e y e h i s p ar e n t s

whe n t h ey were t a l k i n g, and n a tural ly the y d idn I t un ders t and w:l.y

he d i d t h i s b e c au se it was oft en h er wh o ' d s t a r t i t. Wh a t t h e y

d i dn ' t real i s e wa s t hat S imon d i dn ' t c are whe t h er t h e y approve d

of her or not ~ and wa s c onvin c e d t h a t t h e generat i on gap wa s

mu ch bi gger t h a n i t r e a l l y wa s . An~vay , t h e y c ould b e a lon e

mor e o f t e n t h a n n ot , s o wh o c ou l d c omp l a i n ?

XI II

fa time went on a s i t tends to h ave t he habit of

do i n g . Al l of a sudden it wa s a we e k to t h e ' 0 ' l e v e l s a t

b oth Bi mon ' s sch ool a nd Anne ' s . Ne i t her of t h e m had r evi s ed ,

so i t wou ld b e a who l e week wi t h out e a ch ot h er, wh i ch wa s n ' t a t

al l ea s y. By t h i s t i me they h ad b e c ome e x t r e me l y inv o l v ed , a nd

Birnon wa s con c e r n e d a b out t he e xams b e c aus e of t h e i r f u t u r e to 

ge ther ~ a l t ho u gh h e hadn ' t t o l d ~~ne .

The f a c t that they we r e apart t h a t we ek c au s e d s ome 

t h i n g t hat Bi rnon h a d s aid woul d nev e r h a pp e n to h i m. He s tart e d

s moking . Ha dn 't h e a l wa y s p r e a ch e d aga inst i t? Now hi s nerv es

we r e put to t h e t e s t , and unfor t u na t e ly they h ad fa i l e d. He i n 

~e Ild<:: d ,1:; 0 g ive u p wh e n t h e ex ams wer e over , an d n ob ody knew ab out
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h i s s mok i n g a t a l l. It did h elp him c on c en t r a te El l it t l e

b e t ter , but work jus t d idn ' t s e em t o come. He ' d s t a r e at a

page of b l u e ink , bu t he j u s t wou l dn ' t see i t. It wa s a men t al

b l ock. It was PJLne . I t t ook h im hours j us t to h amllie r a f ew

s i mple f Rcts into his h ead . I t wa s tor ture, h is n a i l s we r e Rl l

chewed down , h e wa s t ired, whit e a s a s heet, his ey e s wer e

h urt i n g h im , he ld fa l l a s l e e p a t scnoo l . Ti me wa s runnin g ,out.

Re almos t g av e up.

Exami nat ion hal l s ar e b i g a n d l on e l y . Ex amina tion s

seem to go on for days a t a t i me . Hand s e t s c r amp . Lot s of

s h e e t s o f wh it e p aper t h at h a d to be fill ed . Dar en l t b r eathe i n

case b i g man say s y ou 're ch e a t i n g. Long print ed s heet s with

confusing i nstru c t i ons . Lu c ky quest ions ~ un lucky que s t i ons.

Bl ind an s wer s. 'He seems to b e 'hT i t i n g tons of s tuf f , and I

don't know h ow to st a r t and t h e c l ock is ticking a way ev e r y

s e cond ' . F i n i s h e d a lready and t h e re: s a n hour l e f t . Read t h rou gh,

can lt c on c e n t r a t e - mus t be a l l r i gh t , sure l y ? Wh er e do I l ook ?

S i t i t out . Th i nk a b out s ometh ing , s ing t o myse l f . Got to

ke ep qu i e t , .u s t n ' t ma k e any n o ise . Howls Tony do i.n g , h e was

wor r i e d a bou t th i s one ? ~Jlyway I d idnl t exp ec t t o get t his on e .

Hop e I d id t h ou gh. Wonde r how Arme is , I h op e sh e l s do ing we l l .

Le tl s s e e , wh a t c a n I t hink a bout her - r i ght . She l s go t brown

eye s , or a r e t hey b l ue - no brown t c o s I remember t e l l i n g h e r

wha t b eau t iful br own eyes she ' d got , the n I s ai a. s ome s tupid

simi l e t h at l Ive fo r gotten. Now - l ov e l y long blac k h a i r, y e s 

t h a t day we f i r s t s p ok e a nd s h e h a d i t a l l ov e r h e r fac e . Yes,

I mu s t have s p oke n t o h e r b lack h air ev en before I' d s p ok en to

her fa ce. Cl a s s y n ose , we l l c l a s s y e v e r ything I suppo s e " but

t hat ' s onl y a figure of s p e e ch . God her mou th is rea l b e auti

f u l , i t s c r e ams ou t at y ou t o k i s s it , a n d i t ' s s uch a c l ear

and b e aut iful s hape .

S im on didn ' t kn ow it , bu t h e wa s mRk ing we i r d shape s

wi t h h i s mou th and ge t t i n g funny l ooks from t e mas t e r s .... 8n d

h e r t eeth a r e s o we l l s h aped, a n d t h ey l ook s o real bec au s e t h e y

~ re not perfec t but j us t enough t o h av e ch arac t er . I' d r ec og

n i s e t h o s e t e eth a nywh cr-e l MnTI1m her ne ck i s n ot t oo l on g , but

it h as gra c e a n d is fun t o g e t right i nt o . Ver y s l en d e r l i ne s

l Id say , y e s a v e r i t ab le swa n in fac t ex cept n ot whi te. He r

shou lde r s are s moot h and we l l curved . Sh e ' s n ot e xce pt iona l ly

we l l bu i l t thou gh l bu t I t hink t h ey ' re j us t right s a y 3 yZ" -
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j us t wh a .t I l i k e . Wa i s t i s n't t oo t hin , n i c e t o gst r ound .

~{ip s a bit s mal l for me thou gh . Br i l l i a n t l e g s , a n d I love

b l a ck s to ckings t o o . Ve r y c ool .

Oh, I suppose h e wants my p a per wi thout a sk ing

b e caus e i t ma k e s a n oise. I wonder h ow l on g h e 's be e n s tanding

the r e . St il l , I ' l l be i n t h e s ixth form n ex t yea r, and t h ey

can ' t ge t y ou in t le s ixth fo rm you k n ow . I t ' s b ecause you 're

as goo d a s t h ey a r e the n , and maybe t h e y ' !'e afraid of you. I

d on I t dis l ike them a nywa :i , but i t I S n i ce t o t h i.nk o f al l the

things y ou c ould do t o 811 the n a sty one s . Ye ah , I' d rr~ "l ke 0 I d

R ob i nso n go int o Tu e s d a y detention f or ever u nti l ~e admit t e d

RIl t h e ev i l t h i n g s h e ' d done t o me i n t h e pas t lik e t h e ti~e

h e ma d e me s t a nd out in f ront of as s emb J y j u s t be caus e s ome on e

was t alk i n g t o me . And i t wa sn' t even me e i the r , just 'co s h e

c ou l dn' t s e e wh o i t was h e p i cked on me be cau s e he hate s me .

I ' m b ad at his tory.

2 ith . Q,uar t er of an h our l e ft . I won. .e r if i t I S

poss ible to watch t he second ~and Co r ou n d for qu arter of an

hour .

No . Thir t e e n ru imlt e s to go . I t hin k ev e r y on e ' s

f i.n i aaed . Mus t s t i cc t o t h e go od o l d r u l e s t h ouC;h. :3-ot t o

wa i t unt i l t i me ' s u ? or t h e y ' ll come ani s e t you won ' t t h ey

mv s t e r-s ? Oh yes. He l lo, i t' s zoiu('; t o r a i n . Of c ou r s e 1 a l ways

rains when s cho o l ' s over . J u s t t o spi te I ' m go inG t o en joy

t h e ra i,n - i t 11.1 h av e t o s t op t hen en d I ' l l h ave won . God, wha t

a nowh e r e t h ou ght c omp e ti t i on . Ca n 'th91p i t ? t h ugh , Gene l:' 8.1

Ln s an i t y c a u s e d by revis i on . Al l ov e r in six minute s . Gosh

s umme r- h olid a y s ! Fever t h ou gh t about i t . Ch r i s t , that 1 s b r i l

l i a n t. Ts c h , I c ouLd hav e t hougl t s bou t t h em. S t i l l ~ ne ar ly

ove r .

Pre t ty shat terin~ when y ou 're wa i t i n g

3e s t t aing he l ~ e v er h eard, so h e f or got

qb ou t havi.n g 3. h e adac h e.

General e xc h a n g e of v : ews on dxam ~ vari~u s 's e e y o u 1s

and t h en out into the r e all y c ool f resh ra i n . J u st stand a nd

be t we t . .A great weight wa s b eh i n d h im . Li k e a bl a c k mark

wa s hed away by the r a in.

S im on s u d denly r ememb ered an d f e l t int o h i s p o ck e t ,

withdrawi ng a s ma l l b ox . He st oo d silen t l y a n d c on sid e r e d .

A p a ck e t o f cig are t t e s f lew t h r ou gh t he a i r , l a n d e d i n
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a pudd l e and t r av e l l e d a l ong t h e k e r b BEd d own 8. dra i n . S i n on

s mi.Le d and walke d off aL orig t h e s h i.n, p av eme n t t owa r d s Anne I s

h o use .
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S~mmer was going t o be just out of ~his wor l d and there

he wa s , his adrenal in was i n fu l l f low, t h i~~ing a b ou t it wi t h

Ann e . I t wa s a l l t o o Go od to b e t rue - t h e e x a ms were over and

t h e weather _was s l owly turning n i c e . On e week of r iot ing s ch oo l

l e f t and there wou l d b e n o s t opping t h e m.

They both knew what wa s lik ely t o h app e n be f or e the

ho l iday was out, and t h e y d idn ' t even ne ed to say anyth i ng b e c 

aus e t h.e y both knew .

"Hey , Anne . "

"Mm? 11

" You won ' t eve r f ind some b ody else wi l l you ?"

" Th at ' s n ot t h e s ort of qu e s t i on you ' re s u pposed t o a sk ."

"Yeah , I kn ow . But i f , j u s t if y ou ci id , we ld a lways

b e be s t fri ends wou l dn ' t we ? "

" Chr i s t S i mon , why are you saying t his ?"

" We l l , I just l i k e y ou to o mu c h t o ever l o s e you to

anyone e lse, t h at ' s a l l . !!

"Works bo t h ways l ove ."

"Jesus , I ' m glad y ou said that . I wasn ' t sur e - i t ' s

just t h at , we l l I l ove y ou you kn ow. "

S imp l e ~ b lunt , bu t i t was, t h e f i rs t time he h ad sai d i t

a nd Anne jus t freaked out . I t wa s ecst a s y r eal ly . Two i s al l it

t a k e s . They ' d ha~e g on e s tra i ght i n t h e r e and t h e n , bu t t h e y b ot h

f elt - i t was n ot r i ght , yet •

."I l ove y ou t o o S imon . Funny h ow l i t t l e t h i n g s me an

s o much . No t hLn g mu ch l eft t o s a y aft er t hat, i s t h ere ? Sha l l

we g o out side and l ook a t t h e. s t a r s ?"

Trrey t ook h ands a n d wen t down t h e s ta i r s of S i mon ' s

hou s e to t h e bri ,~~l't cle a r e v eni ng . Co l d , but n ot t oo co l d .

" Sha l l we go over t o t h e p a rk - y ou c a n s e e b e t t e r t h e r e

a nd i t' s no t too f a r h ome f or you t hen . "

Il Ye s , but don 1
-::; f orget we agre e d that we ' r e indep e n dant

a nd i t ' s j~s t c o- i n cid e nc e t ~at I l i v e n e ar t Qe park . Th anks

anywa y . "

S i mon smi l ed and off t h e y wen t, t h e epitamy of h ap i n e s s .

P e op l e wou l d s mile a t t hem, the wor lci wa s beau t i f u l .
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"S'funny" sai d S i mon when t h ey we r e in the park . II I

sometimes wonder whether a l l t h is can a c t ual l y be happening t o

me , I me a n think of al l ene peop le wh o aren ' t a s happy as T am .

I s i t f a i r t h a t I shou ld be so lucky?"

Anne a l ways rep l ied wi t h he r eyes, and S imon a l ways

knew what sh~ meant . Ac t i on s speak louder than wor d s , end she

wa s t here eo p r ov e i t.

They wa lked on a bit further , e n joyin g t h e quie t,

enjoying t he st a r s, e njoying each other . TDe n , dramatically

Bi mon t u r n e d t o Anne .

"Look, I I ve got a n i 6.ea."

"Fire away . "

"We ll , it 's c oming on s ummer - r Lgh t ? :' And I 've got

some mon e y s a v e d up . "

11 An d? 11

"Let' s g o away somewn e re, jus t y ou and me . 11

Anne t hough t crikey , t h at me a ns I ' d slee wi t h him

probably. And we' d be stuck for t h i n g s if we r a n ou t of mon ey .

She l oo ke d worse t han s h e mean t t o l o ok a f t e r h e had

said th i s , but i t 's no t t h e sor t o f t h i n g y ou expe c t t o hear

e v e r y day o f t~e we e k .
t

" What' s wrong ?" s a i d Billion .

t i ou s wa s I? II

"I wasn 't b e ing .p rce surnp-

li No , p leas e don l t t h i n k t h a t . You d on ' t mean t hat

anyway . You' mean y ou ' r e not advanci.n g too f ar . ,t

"Yes, I aujpos e I do. Bu t I didn't say i t just b e c aus e

I wa n t t o s l eep wi t h you, y ou know t hat . I s a i d i t be c ause i t

would be so beaut iful - just :you and I a nd t~e s ky ."

II I knew what y ou me a n t and I lm s or r y. It 's' my par ent s

real l y, t he y wouldn lt l e t me 5 0 . 11

"Tel l t h e m you lre go ing wi th f riends . "

"Ye s , but t hey 'd wan t to be sure . "

IICouldn lt you arrange wi t h s ome friends to f ix it all ,

I me a n y o ur f rie nd s would r e s p e ct the f a c e y ou didn 't wa n t any

one to know a b ou t it. ,,'

"Ye s, but they 'd s t i l l kn ow, and i f we d id g o l Id want

it t o b e j ust be tween you and me - no-one e lse . I lm l i k e tha t . "

"I am t o o , i t wa s j ust a t h ou ght b ut ask y o ur

pRrent s anyway - j u s t i n case ."
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II AII right . I would s le e p with you t h ough , if we 0 i d .

I' m no t aga i n s t i t , d on ' t t ~ink tha t . Just so s udde n , t h a t's

a l l - I 've neve r s l ept wit~ anyone be f ore . We l l , I jus t wouldn ' t

sle e p with a ny on e ex c ep t you be c aus e I know how y ou f e el , you're

no t t h e k i n d o f p e r s on who ' d take a dvantage for t h e sake of it . "

"Thanks l ove, y ou me a n t ttJ-at."

" T me an eve r yth i n g I s ay . "

By now i t wa s ten o'clock . Downs tair light s be gi n t o

p op off a s p e op l e t rudge up t o b e d . Ups tair l i gh t s f lick on

a n d curtains are a n awn a c r oss t Qe rude shap e of t h e dr ess i n g t a b l e .

S i mon and Anne c a me to t h evpo Ln t j ust before her hou s e

wh ere t h ey a l wa ys s aid g oodbye so he r p a r e n t s coul d n ot s ee t h e m.

" I t d oe s n ' t s eem r i gh t we s h ou l d l e ave each ot h e r j ust

whe n .it 's s o beautiful . I t ' s lik e we l i v e to ge t her a nd for some

re a son n ev e r s ee each o t her at night ."

" Gooa.nigh t l ov e. I ' l l be t h e same . t omor r ow - remember

t hat. "

II That ' s on e wa y of put t i ng it I supp ose . Goodn i gh t Ann e . "

They k is sed f or a whi le and t h e n p a r t e d .

1 1

No t~ing mu ch ha pp e n ing at s choo l r ea l ly . Eim on was

no t t oo i nv ol v e d i n a l l the e n d of ter m ga iety a nd n ic e t i es .

But t h e ot hers enjoyed i t i n the ir own wa y . 2 0me wou l d ge t

some mon e y t oge the r fo r t he p09ular mas t ers, s ome would bring or

wear out rageous t hin gs t o stret ch r e la t i onshi p s becaus e t here

c ou l d be no r ecrimin a t i on s , some woul d b e bus y a r r angi n ; p l a n s

f or t he big ,e s c ap e, ot~ers wou l d sit and say n o thing a s u s ua l .

T~e mas t er p we r e a ll be i n g very nice and wi t t y fo r a

change . You could te l l what t he y .we r e l ookin g f orward t o - t h e

y o unge r Qne s h ad n ic e wi v e s and s unny ho l i ~ aJ s to l ook f orwa r d t o,

t h e o l d e r one s ha d gol f and so c ial l i f e t o l o ok f or ward t o . Th e

oth e r s we re eith er look i ng for e ligible b i rds i f t h e y were y oun g

enou s h, or gr oaning a t the pr os::;e c t of a l on g gr i n d i n t h e h e a t

wi th no t hin g t o d o .

Simo~ coul d b e s een ~at ching ever y on e e l s e wi t h a

p sycho l ogi c a l i nt e r e s t in e a ch . on e of t h e m. A s or t of no thing

e lse - t o-do hobby y ou c ou ld cal l i t . Th e only . thing t o do as

far a s h e wa s c onc e r n e d - i t was always t h e same chara c t e r s ~

same op i n i on s , same re ac t ions. He ~asn ' t b l a ming t hem, he wa s

j ust t he s a me .



- 34

He t hcugh t what a good Ld e a i t -would b e t o ge t ~J.1.'T ~ y

ftom them all by l e aving - t he m wi th hi s good wi~_es , s o he m~de

a ?oint of saJ ing a l l t he be 8t t o everone .

W':len i t came t o Dave , ~e WRS na tural l y hes i tant . T':ley

h adn ' t spoke n direc t l y since they spl i t some t i me a go , and t 2er e

were s t i l l hard feel ings betw~en t~elli .

Il Dave . 1l

" Huh? "

"Look , I know we I ve k inda s plit pa t n s , gone dif f er ent

way s and your s cene is d i fferent t o mine now , bu t s it's h ol i 

days and I probably won ' t s ee yo u I ~ad to say no hard f e e lings,

how a bout it ? 1I

II l)k ay. Th ings do ha:pen I su)pose . Cheer s and a l l t ha t.

No s wea t et c e t e r a. Keep t ak i ng t ll e t ablet s, hang l oos e . 11

"Boy , you hav e · changed nav e.n' t you? I t h ou ght wor-n out

c l i ch es wer e out . 1!

"Ye ah , t he y ar e - t hat's why I use them. I d idn ' t mean

i t sarca stically t h ou Sh . Eaybe I w ul d hav~ , but I ' ve got a real

good scen e ~o~ether, s o I don' t; blame yo u at a l l . 1I

" We l l if you ' r e a s happy a s l am then I ' m very happy

f or your happ iness . ~':lat is, wel l , all t he best ."

"Ltkewi s e . Se e you a r ound hu h , maybe . 11

Siillon shook han~s wi th h im . He had a c l ean she e t .

111

' Twa s Friday n i ght to be s ur e , and whe r e c ould they go

t h i s fin e evening? re I l , not h i ng much on a t the pictures - usual

·s ex , violence and Wa I t Di s ney ; dis c o ' s - hnw , best one s full of

s kins ; stay in? No, mi s s out on i t a l l then .

III know" s a id Anne . "There 's t h i s cute lit t l e cafe off

Far ne Roa d - I used t o go t he r e when my f riends went . he r e 's

. t h i s guy p l a y i ng an accoust i c some t i mes . 1I

"Sounds -T e at , a t l e a s t it ' s or i :.s i na l . "

111 ' 11 ge t my coat. "

Sven i ng p l a~ne d , t he y c oul d a lways go t o t he youth club

if t his p l a c e wa sn ' t much c op . No r eas on why i t s ho u l dn 't be if

- she 'd been cther e bef ore an7J-way ~ On t he way t h e re , Si mon brou h t

up t he h ol idays .

"Have you a s k e d you r paren ts yet , abou t t ne t r i p I mean ? "

ll We l l - ye s ; and as I ,said t hey want t o s e e t h e f r i ends

I ' lli goi ng wi th . 11
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"Wouldn ' t jus t one f r i end do, I me an I know t hi .. • "

Il No that 's no good , i t' s got t o be s ome one t h ey know. "

IlWell , how many is t hat'?"

"Onl y about s ix - pr oper l y . "
1l 0h, it wou l dn ' t hurt j u s t to tell one of t h em. I ' m

sur e t ha t one wou l d do , one yo u can t rust . 1l

"I could a.sk Caro l . "
Ills she OK,? 1l

III can t r us t h er . "

"That' s i t t hen, we ' re on our way . "

"No , i t' s not as easy as a l l t hat."

"Vlhy ever not?"

"I 'l l tell you later , wh en I fe e l I can . 1l

li No , now - it can 't b e t ha t dynami c . 1l

Anne to l d h i m wi th her eyes t hat s h e ' d had enou gh and

s he wou l d t e l l h im l at er . So he wa i t ed i mpatiently. Th ey d idn ' t

speak unt i l t h ey rea ched t he cafe .

Il Thi s is i t ll s aid Anne .

"Oh". Si mon was surprised a s h e h a d wa l ked p a s t i t .
It didn ' t l ook anything s pec t acular, s t i l l it might be good

ins ide .

Unfortuna t ely it was n ' t anyt h ing to wr i t e h ome about

i nside, and t here wasn ' t a guy with an a c cous ti c gu i t ar either.

"We ll, what do you t hi nk? Gr eat i sn't i t '? "

Il Er - I ' m ... lost f or wor ds . "

"Where sha l l we s i t?1l

"Oh, anywhere looks a s good as anywhere el se I sup pos e . "

The y depo s ited them s e l v e s on a couple of wi cker ch a i r s

wh i ch we r e r ather · the worse fo r we ar . Af t er some t i me a gar con

came t o t hem, and l o o~ed a t t hem a s i f he had t wo hou r s to live ,

h ol d ing ou t a pad . He wa s supposed to l ook l i ke h e was i nquirin

a s t o t heir or ders . Simon t hought h e 'd be mor e ' suit ed t o do ing

a dver t s f or t he Bangl a De sh r elief f und .

"Two espre s s o , one bl ack " s a i d Simon .

The waiter gr unt e d and padded back t o the h a t ch mu t t e r 

ing s omet hi.ng i n I talian. They wer e all much t he s ame , t hough

yo u couldn 't r eally blame them a l l t he s ame - I me an it wa s Fr i day

night and people are su!'posed to be out en j oying t hemselves.

St i l l , this l o t s eemed mor e s uited to night shi f t s a t a cemetary

than a sujpoaedLy exc l usiv e coffee ba r i n town . Bu t someone ' s
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got to d o t h e bor i n g j ob s, h a v en ' t t h e y? Othe r wi s e nothin g

would e t d on e .

Ei mon had a qui c k suss of the p l a c e .

no - one co uld se e t he r e a l st a te of t he de co r .

Re d ligh t s so

Fake candles ele c -
I

t ric~l ly burning on the wa l l s . Carafes of wine disp layed at t he

b a r , e mptie s used on t h e t ab les for c a nd l e h o l de r s - ' n e at but

unor i g i n a l . Plastered ceil i n g - ' a bad a t t emp t a t a c ave e ffec t.

French a n d I tal ian p os t e r s l i be r a l l y p las t ered a bo u t to a dd t he

' c on t i n e n t a l t ou ch ' - j ust another "f a k e . Ah we l l , n ow t hey were

there t h e y might as we l l s tay un t i l t h e y ' d f inished t h e i r c of f e e .

Anywa y , h e t h ou ght "Anne l iked i t - and s h e wasn ' t in a terr ific

mood to argue with .

"You d on ' t lik e it ~ do y ou ?"

" Let 's s a y I ' m not overc ome by i t ."
1

" OK, but b e f ore we go I mus t te l l you ab out Car o l , a n d

we hav e n ' t had our coffee . "

" He re i t comes . " .

Th e ath l et ic wa i t e r r ocketed back to them and stuck

"ou t h is hand wi th gleaming w~it e t e e t h showing - we l l no t quit e ,

thi s guy l e f t a l o t to t h e i ma gin a tion.

"rwelve" h e sa i d .

S i mon i gn or e d Anne ' s u su aL of f e r s to pay , and gave the

guy f ifteen penc e so h e 'd go away . Se ga v e a f a i n t nod and went

b a c k t o t he hec t i c j ob of s wi s h i n g down _ ~ able s~ whi ch he ex cel led

a t a l though he wa s v e r y mode s t about i t .

"Now, p l eas e l i st e n Si mon . You s ee, Caro l i s no t a t

her b e st mo s t of the t im e - t h a t i s i f s he has a bes t - f ollow?

We l l t h e t h ing i s t hat, ~e l l , s h e ' s on a c id . Sh e a l ways r el i ed

on me t o br ing her ou t of it - t h at' s real ly how I go t t o k n ow

ue.r be c a use a t t h e t ime I was the ..:s ort of :r:~rson who d i d t h a t ,

unfor tuna t e l y. "

So y ou ffi8e ~y p a r e nt s t hou ght she was n ' t we l l or

so~et hing a nd t hey a c c ep ted her be c a us e t a ey t h ou ght s h e wa s jus t

il l or s omet hing. And t h at 's i t really . "

" So i f Vie d i d happen t o find !:ler " we ' d 1:18_'le to br i n g .he r

OJt of w~? t ever she ha?pened t o be ih to a t the t i me , and t h e n

ge t i t i n t o h e r wh~t she 'd have to nay to t hem, r i ~ht ?" Si IDon

d idn ' t fi n d t h i s to o unus ~a l , but it d id) 'e s 0n t i ts rro~l ems .



ILrel l me , Lv"v en ' t :f O:;' ~ot P~y o t l er f r Len d s ?"

They bo th burrt 0Ut Laugh t.n g . It wa sn ' t f'unny , but

people a r-e l i lee tih s t y ou xnow . Whe n they c a me t o , i t was s t i 11

t ~e a ame bri. c k w'3.11 they he.d b e en u p p,S8in~ t b e fo re', So t h ey

dr ank t h eir c offee,

IV

Ki n d of a n on-eve nt Frid a y on t h e who le but it wa s a

bi t of Cl. l a u gh when t h ey we r e t oge t aer , The t's W~l Fl t t.h ey a l"!"3.y s

s a id "" !lJ""WB.;;T 8 0 t h e wor ld a l l we n t n i c e l y .

Af t e r t h e fun c afe t h e y h8d been to a c ou p l e of n o

~Dere d is c os and t h en t h r ou gh t h e c o od o l d pa r k . So mehow t h ey

always s eemed to end u~ t h e re , TI1a i n l y b e cquse it wa s n i ce , i t wa s

t h e fi rs t o l ac e t .he v ha d me t and i t we.s n e or An ne ' s h ouse a l -
~ <J

t h ou gh she pres sed home the po i nt t h a't tha t had n ot '. i ng what 

soever t o d o wi t h i t ( lucky t h ou Zh ! )

Dur i n g al l t his t hey had decided to ~K another of

Anne 's f r iends t o d o t h e bit a b out the trip, 'Eh is on e was

c al led Teresa, and s he was f a irly tru stworth y - t h e happy go

l u c ky t yp e. They we r e go in6 JO di6 her. ou t the next day whil e

t h e y we r e st il l ent hus i as t ic a bou t t h e who l e i dea ( t h at was t h e

thin ' a bou t t he m, t he k n ew exac t Ly wh e r e t hey we re at in the

fec t t hat t h e y knew t u i s t ~ing would bec ome a b it of a dr a g

before t h e y h ad even arranged it i f they were not c areful) .

Us u e l fer ewell crap - ne i ther of t hem be l i eved in

c eremonies and such , but it's pre t ty h erd saying go odby.e to

some on e you l ov e , eve n t h ou gh you 'd s e e them nex t day .

Tha t night~ Simon c ouldn' t s l eep . He was j u s t s ent

on the i de a of a ho l iday 810ne wi t h Anne and life - i t would be

t oo g ood t o b e t r u e . At l e a s t h e t old h ims e lf t n i s , but some 

t i me s t h e s e t h i n g s just don ' t work out and you 'd wish the he l l

y ou h ad n e v e r t h o u3h t of i t . I mean i t ' d be a l on g t i me of

each ot h er , a nd there ' s alwa ys a chance of tempers fr a y i n g

ov e r t r i v i a l t h i n -s o At a t i me l ike t h a t al l it would n e e d to

be a coo l b l oke t o t a k e h er un de r h i s wing a n d he ' d have l os t

her f oreve r .

s t i l l, t h i s d idn ' t occ ur to ~im s o i t was a l l swee t

dr e a ms that night .
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It was s l igh t l y dif f erent fr om her po int of view -

s h e wa s mor e wor r i e d t h a t h er p arent s would f i n d ou t what

re a l ly was go i n g t o happen and t h e ch a nc e s are if t he y d id s he

wou ld b e t o l d t o leav e h ome or somet hin g l i k e t h a t , and she jus t

wa sn ' t r eady for t h at yet - e s pe c ial ly i f i t mean t moving in

wit h S i mon (h i s paren t s wo uldn ' t mi nd ) . Not t h a t she didn't

t rus t him, b ut a t 16 she f elt she wa sn ' t old e n ou gh yet . Any 

way t h ere' d b e rwnours , a nd no g ood c ome s f r om r umou r s esp e c i

a l ly i f the scho ol found out - it would mean ex pul s i on .

And t hat 's ~ir en ou gh by a ny s t a n da r d s. Sh e h ad

brai n s, but you c a n b e a b i t t o o c are f u l . Li f e i s onl y s o lon g ,

and t h i s t r i p would be qu i t e a n experience for b ot h o f them.

The y wou l d a l s o gain a l ot of ind e pe n d e n c e , budge t ing a nd s ome

c ook i n g even .

P_nne wa s a f a i r old h a n d a t c o ok i n g eve n if she s aid

s o h ers e lf - this woul d be a go od t est o f h e r i mprovi s a t i on.

It migh t be hard but t h at ' s half of it really . You appre c i a t e

more wh a t you work fo r y ou r s e l f t h a n i f y o u g e t i t with ease.

Sh e h a d a l wa ys" s a i d t -hi s - h e r k i n d of rul e of l i v i n g - t h a t I S

why she n ev e r "a c c e p t e d t h ing s fro m her parents un l e s s sne was

r e a l l y h ard up f or i t .

S o i t was i nt erest i n g t h ou ght s f or her . Searcni ng

a ll the time. She had an a ctive mi nd in the r e al s ense of t h e

wor d . That was h er main at t r ibute , she h a d t r e me n d ou s d ept h .

And no t on ly t h a t , s h e had t h e look s to go with it - -t h a t IS

wh y s h e c oul d t alk wi th h er e y e s - so mu ch mor e me a n ing .

S l e ep on k i ds - t omor row' s c omi n g a nd i t c , u l d b e

y our l u c ky day .

v

Sa t urday . Ob j e c t : fi nd Te r esa.

" I ' v e just ph on e d h e r t! sa i d Anue . Sh e ' s c omi n g i n

hal f a n hour. lI

11Gr e a t ! 11

Fort y mi nut es l a t er t h e r e wa s a v i s i t or a t S imon ' s

h ouse . Anne answered t h e do or, showed her up a n d int r oduc e d h er

to Simon . Te r e s a s eemed to l i ke S imon r a the r mor e t h a n Anne

l iked , a n d t h ey were h avino r a ther a l ong conversation wi t h each

ot h e r.
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Anne got pretty narky a fte r a while (which was unlik e
"

her), and sa id t h e y ought to get on wi th t he matter i n h a nd.

Teresa r e l uct antly t ermi n a t e d t h e nat ter, a l though s h e had

a l r e a dy d iscovere d t h a t s he lik e d S i mon quite a l o t .

They bade h er to b e s e a t e d , and f ille d he r wi th a l l

the r e l evant infor mat i on - swe a r ing her to keep bona fide. She

managed t o t a k e about half of i t a l l i n , s o t h ey t o l d her it a l l

again ov e r coffee j us t to IDRk e s ure .

Bimon mus t h av e k n own by now t h a t she l i k e d h im , be

c a u s e ev e r y time Anne mentioned t h e i r r ela tion s hip Te r e s a looked

a t S imon a ccusingly as if h e wa s d oub l e c r ossingner . He suss ed

t h is , a nd d idn ' t know wh a t t o fe e l about i t , she mu s t be crazy

or somet h i ng . Some mi xed u p p e op l e ab out , y ou kn ow, a n d s h e

, mu s t be one of t h e m.

The main t h i n g was t h a t s he h ad half-heartedl y agreed

to do her b it fo r i t no que stions p.sked .

So t h e r e i t was . S imon s tanding in t he p a rk chewing

h i s na i ls - half wonder ing what was h a pp ening a t 4~~e ' s p l a c e

a n d hal f trying to sus s Tere sa out . I1e a nwh i l e Teresa wa s c on 

vincing Anne 's parents t hat it was j u s t innocent f un in thi s

tr ip , n o c omp l i c a t ion or smal l print. She s ucc eeded.

Simon saw the m c omi n g . Anne was tha~~ing Teresa and

s ayin 6 that she'd do t h e s a me for her sometime e t cetera .

"Wel l ?"

"Al l systems go ch i e f " s a i d Anne, s a l u t i n g. Not very

a musing bu t grest n ews .

fl I s ' p os e I ' l l be off " said Te resa. Very penetrat ing

a-a z e , t h at g i r l .

1I0h no, please don . ... ". Bimon checked . He looked

at Anne who wa s f rowning. Teresa realised s h e was causing

fr tct i on .

"No , I mus t g o . See y ou around Anne ' by e S imon " .

Te r e s a wa l k e d away f r om them. S~e ha d t he p erf ec t

figure~ her h ips mov ed incredibly beautiful ly. Any s ane man

had t o look a nd S i mon was n o except ion . Anne 's r eason f ailed

her f or on c e end s he re Rl l y s pat his h e8 d off .

"For Chris ts s a ke, y ou 're mak ing it a b it obv i ou s

9r e n ' t y ou? Why d on' t y ou go ?nd E'sk her t o c () IIte ~ s we l l ,

th~r e 'd b e t wo of u s t h en j u st in CRse one 0f u s be 3 a n to bore
y ou 11 •



"That's enou gh Anne . You don't meen a ny of that ,; and

you know it. And if y ou think I 'm going t o go t h r ough our l i v e s

t oge t h er wi t hou t look i n g at oth er f emales y ou 're mist ake~' .

Red eyes were f~cing ea ch oth er , te a r s s tar t ing in

Anne ' s eyes. Sh e turne d awa y and put her f e.ce i n her hands .

nOh God, I ' m sorry S i mon - t h at waEn ' t me speaki n g

j ust then. I guess we 're a l l sens i t ive. I just couldn't bear

t h e t a ough t of losing you that' s a l l, e s p ecially wi t h t he t r i p

comi n g and a l l" .

They were holdin e ach ot h e r a ga i n . Al l O.K .

"Let 's wa l k " .

One wondered how long t h e sun would st~y out . I t

had la sted a fortni ght now . Pl eas e another mon t h, t h at' s a l l.

Rain would r uin it for t hem.

There wa s a br i l l t a n t sunset t h at n i gh t , a nd they were

down the p ark agai n t h at evening i n t i me t o s e e i t s l as t t r i 

bu t e to t h e retreat ing d ay. The sun was a beaut iful orange,

a n d wisps of cloud Gav e i t a water y l ook . As i t went down i t

t ur n ed red, then a l l to o soon waE gone , l e a v i n g a ma uv e and

navy b lue s ky.

The stars shon e brightly especial ly f or t h e m. Bimon

remembered t he word s on one of h is a lbums :

' Ha v e you s een t h e s t ars t oni ght

Wou l d you l i k e t o go up on ' A ' de ck and

look a t t hem wi t h me

Have y ou s een t he s t a r s t on i ght

Wou l d you lik e t o go out f or a s tro l l

an d k e e p me c omp a ny .'

Al l o f a sudden t h a t wa s t he mo s t beautiful son6 h e' d

ever he ard and i t would a lways mak e h i m t hink of be ing a lone wi t h

Anne and bhe st ars wheneve r he r-e u.e mbe r e d i t .

That song was in her e y e s alr e a dy a l though s h e didn' t

know it .

"You're beaut ifu l ll he said f or t he n t h time .

She smi l ed and kis s ed h im . ' A' deck neve r h ad a

touch on t h e p ark , he thought.
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V I

2acki~g is never lliuch fun - f or Simon i t me an t h is

mo t h e r fuss ing over what he should take when he d i dn ' t wan t so

much; "f or Anne i t mea rrt f i n d i n g more an d mor e t h i n g s t hat just

might be ne eded , Ev e r y th i n g was go i.n OK until t h e phone 'r an g

a t Bimon 's hous~. His fa ther answered it .

"Bimon . " t mus t be f or him, funny.? Probab ly Anne .

Bim on r ushed down t o t h e phon~ t hinkin g of Anne .

"Hi Anne , h ow 's t he p a cking go i ng? "

"This i s n' t Anne , i t' s Te resa . I mu s t see you ."

"Oh crik ey Te res a , you know I' m going out with Anne

l et me be - please . "

" But don ' t you l i ke me at a ll ? "

"No , i t 's not t h at . But I hardly Kn ow y ou . You ~now

I 'm i n love with Anne d on ' t y ou ? "

"Oh. "

"Look , t e ll y ou wh a t - I'll me e t you at Nina 's Cafe

i n t own at.:3', o ' clo ck and we can t a Lk i f you l i k e . "

" But you ' r e busy ."

"No, n o - I owe you a favour a nd I 'd l i k e to h a v e

coffee wit~ you ."

"Al l right t h en - t h a nks ."

"Three o' clock . Se e you t h en. Oh , and if y ou d on ' t

c ome I ' l l k n ow y ou 've me t some n i ce guy en route . k a y ? "

"You' r e kind . Goodbye ."

Wi t h t hat she b lew h i m a k i ss and put tne ph on e down .

Sim on fe lt very embarrassed a bout t his, bu~ w a t s ho uld he have

d one ? Anyway , wh at ' s d one is done and he c o ~ldn' t ph on e h e r

b a ck in any case b e c a u s e h e d i dn ' t know her numbe r .

Now, wha t was t he time? Shi t , t wo o' cloc k .

" Mum, h ow long 's d inner ? rr

"Ha l f an ~our . "

" Oh n o , can ' t y ou mak e it e a r l i e r ? "

"Two th i r t y - i t 's always t wo t n i r t y and you know i t . "

" Ye ah . "

Gobb l e din_er, gr a b coat , s~ lit a t l i gh t en i n g s pe ed ,

ch ok e down t h e road, grab a bus . Fiv e mi n u t e s . 3u s e s go s o

slow ~

S i mon r e a ch e d t h e cafe at t wen t y p a s t . Te resa wa s

" j us t arr i v ing . 'I'yp i caL fe male punc tual i t y ! We l l , a f ter a l l ,

i t wa s unusual t h a t h e was l a te - wasn ' t i t ?
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lI Hi . f1

"Hi . lI

"Well time d! 11

S imon f elt good fo r some r eason . My god , l e t 's f ace

it , t h i s g i r l was ex c eptionally good t o l o ok a t . They dr i f ted

i nt o the smar t atmos ph e r e wi th no d i ffi c u l t y .

" F i n e . "

Tn ey t ook the i r seats . Sh e was smi l i ng beaut iful ly ,,
S imon cOuldn ' t he lp smi ling back and s h e d idn 't t a k e t his quit e

h ow h e had me a n t i t . . It wasn ' t g o ing t o c e a s ea sy as he h a d

t h ous h t to shake her off , a nd a nyway he wa s n ' t sure wQether he

wan t ed to now .

"Wh a t wOi.l ld. you l i ke t o dr ink? "

Teresa snapped out of her dr e a m and blin k e d.

1I0h ~ coffee p l ease . "

Drinki ng coffee , both h appy . Si mon poin t ing arrows
I

at h ims e l f f or ever su~ges t ing such a ridi c u l ous mee t ing . He
I

f elt h e wa s d ouble - cross ing Arme , and h e ws s real ly . He h ad

or i gin a l l y int e nd e d t~ i s mee t ing as more of a kindness to Te re s a

t han a ny t hin g e l s e . That wa s a p r etty beast ly thing to do i n

the fi r s t p lac e . Now he wa s i n a ri ~ht tr ick y s ituat ion . Just

p lay a l ong - se e how things t ur n e d out.

"I j u s t had to s e e you " said Teresa . " I ' l l t r y never

t o bo ther y OJ. a gain n ow . "

" God no - I' m g l a d , r ea l g l ad I ' m here . 1I

"Th a t' s n i ce . Ni c e c offee here too . 1I

He s uppo sed so , bu t t h a t wasn ' t ,cl l t hat i mp ort ant .

Sh i t , s omet hin had t o ha~pen i n a minut e or h e ' d g o c r a zy .

" You' d b e p r e t t y s tup id i f y ou h adn 't r ea l i s ed by now

t h a t I l i k e y ou t he h e l l of a l o t If sai d Te res a shyly .

"Ye ah, I h a d. But y ou know t he s i t u a t i on I 'm i n. 1I

" Gosh, I ' m sorry I sug :;es teCt a l l t i s. I ' m hap py if

you say we ' r e s ooa fr iend s t hough . 1I

" That ' s a s t upi.d t h i.ng t.o i e ay a nd y ou know i t. Look ,

I d o l ike you as we l l , qu i te a 10 j~ i n fa c t , but p l ease le t 's

leav e i t a t tha t otherwi se I ' l l g o crazy . "

II I k u ow h ow y ou fee l , h on e s t . I ' v e never met a n yon e

like y O,l b e f or e , t aa t I s a l l . I know i t sounds corny, b u- "

li No , it doesn ' t, hones t . "

" Ve l l , t h a t ' s j u s t how i t; i s wi th me a nyway . ;:' or r y . "
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" Now -stop saying sorry all the ~ ime , it ' s nobo dy 's
fault . I!

"Yeah ~ sor r y - I mean - y r:l a h . " They both gigg led Rnd

Simon s .p il t some of h i s coffee . "Oh, don ' t mov e - 1 '1 clear i t

up . "

Ter esa l eap ed up and t r ied to clean off the cof f ee i r ID

~iIEon ' s t r-ou s er s. She was very clo s e t o h im , end l ef t a l l .ler

reason be h ind a s s he k l s s ed h im . c iITion want ed t o res e c t h is

b et te r judgement , but it was j us t so n i ce h e ~nc ourase d i t

ev~n furt ~er by pu t ting his arm r ound ~er . Se emed like a ge t h ey

w:re k i ssing . Ihen s uddenly she gr abbed ho ld ~ f her s ense s and

_-u llAd away , took h er r.l and b '3 g end r-an pway t h r ough t .he doo r t o

who k nows w~ere .

Simon , stunned , made "1. va i n s t t emp t t o zoom ou t and

s e e where S.l e ~qd gone , but b ump ed i n to s ome pe c pLe who wer e

c omi ng t hrou gh t he door . When he fi n 8 11y got out t her e wa s n o

s i g~ of h ~r . 5 e r e eled aga i n s t a l ampost . Gone , gone like

Cinderel l a . Now wh at Wd~ he going to do ?

V I I

Anne t ur ne d up a t Simon 's 8t t hree o 'clock t he nex t

day . He ap~e are d i n front of her ~e sp e rat e ly tryin ~ not to l ook

l i k e he h ad onl y ha d th~ee ~aurs s leep t he ni ~ht befor e, which

he had .

" r.:y yo u l ook ill, ere : i OU f ee l i n:s -9 11 r i ght ?"

3~le ~_ u t her a r m r-o un d h i m a nd st a.r t e d fu s s i ng ( i t

se emed t o 2j~ . , and he ? u s l ed her 9way s9yi ng he w- s ; erfe c t y

a l l ri ght . She wa ~ s l ish t ly ~nn0yed by h i s e ct i nn , but nut it

down t;0 wha t ever he 1rre 8 8 1 f'f' e r Lng f r 0!!l ( t ~oU[h t.ae be ~s unde r'

his eyes· ~ave he r ~n i de a ) .

of good he 8.1t h .

"Yeah , l e t 's hav e B OlUe coff e e f irs t t :Lough - t he

tra in 's a t f i v e . "

" 0 tC. "

The coffe e re~inded Eimo n of what hed nappe~ed i n t ~e

caf e t ile d3J7 be f or e ? s o he W9.S s t r ange Ly s i lent . ' ;agl e - 8 e

Anne not i ced ~~i s and a sked h i.u, whs t Wc: s wr ong , and he of co ur s e

de n i ed t hat <:lnyt cl ing 'Nas wr-ong wi t n n i.m , Thi s did make h er

annoyed , and th i s was t he fir s t t u. .e h e h ad s een her l i ke i t .



Sh e d i dn ' t bec ome a n angr y face , S imon thought .

Las t n i ght he wa s awake t ry i n o to g e t th i n gs t o geth e r

once a ga i n . He had t h6u gh t t h i s wa s n ever going to hapg e n

after he h ad met Arme bu t t h e re you go . He wa s wonder i n g wha t

he had to vlorry abou t - h e l ove d Anne and waf: off on a h o l idey

wi t h her, j u s t t he t wo of t h e m. Wh a t c ou ld b e bet t er than t h a t?

Of f on a h ol ida y wi t h Teresa ? Why ? He barely knew her. Wh ", t

was i t about her t h a t h e l i ~ed? She wa s incredib l~ a tt rac t i ve

- c ould t h at be t h e so le fact or he was goin g on? Su r e l y not.

Di d he l i k e her more th~n Anne ? I mpossible , h e loves ~JUle - but

d oe s h e ? ~ayb e h e doe s n ' t a t al l? But h e could~' t b e t hat

nr i.s t a ke n , Perha p s i t I S s ometh ing e lse. V;h a t ? EX 9.E: r e s ul t s ?

No . r r a v e l s i cknes s ? Sh i t no .

"It I S twent y to - i t' 11 t a xe us a good ha l f h our t o

get t o t he s tat i on. You 'd bet ter ge t r e a dy . Bi mon ? "

"Huh? Oh y e ah . OK . " S im on drew h i mse lf t owa r d s t he

do or, j u s t f ailin g t o cr u sh t he c a t in his take off. " Oh - er,

t a k e a s e a t in t he l o un ge . I won l t b e a f ew secon 6. s. "

Arme , her usual sensib le self, c l e a r e d u p t h e cup s

and r a n t h e lli under t he co l d t a p . The n she mad e a f u ss of t he

ca t who couldn ' t ta~e enough of i t. Then s he noticed that it

wa s going t o rain out s i d e a n d tr ied t o r e d i scov e r h e r suwner

rainc oat which meant d igg ing r i ght t o t h e bo ttom of her lar ge

black trev e l l i n g bag .

S imon re turne u ten mi nu t e s l ater t o be confronted

wi t h a ki t chen ful of neat l y f olded ga r ment s a nd a f a mi l iar face

t r i umph a nt l y clu tch i n g a br i ght ra i n c oa t . This was to o much.

Not only was i t a b ou t t o r ain , bu t t h ey haa a train t o c atch

any mi n u t e and there was ArLDe l ookin g like they h a d a l l day t o

r epack he r j unk . Ins tant ly put t ing a l l ot h e r t h ou ght s a s ide ,

he rushe d t o t h e pile of c loth e s an d be gan f rantical l y t ryin g

t o cram them int o t he unders ized bag .

"Do y ou real i se t h a t we ' v e got a fuckin l t r a i n t o

c a tch wi t h in t h e next h our ? "

"Of c our s e I d o ."

" We l l for Chr i s ts sake ge t t h i s s tuff packed and

l et ' s g o . We ·' ve got t e n minutes t o c a tch t h e hour l y bus to

the s t ation ."

Great f un . 0 Two p e ople were s e e n runnin d own t h e

~o ad a f ter a bus. Th ey d i dn ' t qu i te make it . Th e y bo th s topped



dropping the l uggage, and watched as the bus t r und l e d off.

"T r ust it t o be t h a t mu ch early . Ten seconds , t hat ' s

all we needed. Bu t oh no - h as t o be e arly for t h e f ir s t time

i n twenty y e ars." S imon r efr ained f rom telling An n e it was h e r

fault , he ~ us t implied i t by t he way h e sp ok e t o her ,

He looked a t his · wat ch . Ten p a st . The s tat i on wa s

f i v e mi l e s away. So c onven i e n t . Th ey'd nev e r walk i t , n ot with

a l l that l u gg a ge. He look e d wit h a n accus ing e y e at t he black

bag .

" Come on , we ' l l h ave t o walk there" he s aid h ope -

fu l ly .

She nodde d in a gr e e me n t a nd t hey 9 icked up t h e i r l ~g

gage a nd be gan t o ~lk. Barely a word was exchanged on t h e way .

Wne n at last , with och i n g fee t , t h ey reached t he s t a 

t ion , they disc overed t h e i n evit able - the t r a i n had go n e .

S imon curse d and asked wh e n the n ext t r ain wou ld l e ave . He

was ext remely i rrit able. App are n t l y the nex t train to whe r e

t h e y were go i ng was no t until t h e n ext d a y du e t o a r ail d ispute.

S i mon cursed again, t h is time t o Briti s h Ra i l .

ArL~e , e v er re siliant ~ aske d if t here wa s a train a ny

where a t a l l near t here. There wa s Qn e , it wou ld dr op the m

t h i r t y mile s from where they wa n t ed to go t h ou gh. They would

h av e t o b e quick t h ou 8h , it wa s about to l eav e on p latform 8.

Al most wi t h out t hinkin g, Arm e grabb e d S imon and t he lUiSga ge ~

a nd whi sked them off to p l a t f orm 8 . S imon p r ot e s t ed and a ske d

wh er e " the y were go i ng , but t h ere was no t ime to expla:n and Anue

t old h im t o shut u p and s h e ' d t e l l h i m l a ter .

Th ey j u s t mad e it in time . She managed to ex p lain

what was go i ng on t o S imon briefly, and h e ga t h e r ed enough t o

be qu i t e e cstatic a bout i t .

"Thirty mi l e s ! ! " h e s c r eame d. "Do you realise t h a t

b a r e l y anyt h i n g exists out t h e r e apart from a bat tered B.R.

station? It' l l b e impossib l e to t h umb a l i ft. "

"That's rubbish . Anyway i t 1s t h e best we c an do."

" Th en we nee dn't ha v e b ot h e r ed . "

End of conversation . S i rnon h uddled into a d epres s i on ,

then be gan cursin g t h e we a t h er, which wa s j u s t b ou :~ to g i v e a

d i sp lay of uninterrupted r ain. Anrle was worn out , t oo tired t o

try t o work things ou t . Th ey bo t h f e l l as leep Qnt i l e i ght

o 'clock when the t r Ai n s creeched t o a h a l t at the i r d es t inat ion.
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Somehow t h e ga thered t h emselves and the lugESage j us t

before t h e t r ain l e ft . When t he y go t ou t s i d e they wished they

hadn ' t bothered . Th e r ain was belt in~ down on t o the ro of of t he

p latfor m, ma~ing a de afening no i s e.

They f o l l owe d t h e odd pe op le who han d isembar k e d at

t hat st~? unt i l t h ey came to the t i ck e t office . W~en· they 'd

du:s a bo u t for t heir tickets and h ad il a n d ed t h em t o t a e bl oke ,

t h e y l ooked f or a n op en coffee ba r . No luck. No t an incre dib l y

I t was b e ~ innin; t o e et d ark, so Anus s u gge sted t he y

try to e e t t o t heir des t ina t i0n before night 88 they couldn 't

very easily a f fo r d a me~l out on the ir low p l ann e d budset .

~i tch-hikin3 was t he only way - j u s t luck if s omeon e

even wen t that wa y , Le.t. a lone gave tih .em a ift - a ssuming t h ey

we r en ' t fu l l in the fir st p l ace .

Some time l a t e r t h ey had t r u d ge d t o t h e st art of a

s mall I B ' r oa d which led t o the i r r ented plac e - t he on l y ro a.d

i n and ou t of t h e p l a c e . An hour later t hey we r e s t i l ~ the r e .

Go d, how bad c ould thin s g e t ? Here t h e y were ~ soaked

to the s kin i n t h e ~ iddl e of God knows wher e wa i tin3 fo r t r a n s 

~ ort t hat' s very unlike ly to come, and c a r r yin g three h~fty cases

of waterlogGed garment s. ~ot t h e sor t o f thing on e is v e ry a c

cust omed to do iub, particular l in t h e middl e of summer .

Simon l aughed . ~t was j u s t so r i d i culous. Not only

that but it was a c ompl e t e waste of s ood ho l i day t i me . So nle

body else wa s laughing t o o ~ he was sure. So meon e wh o 'd pur

p os e l y put him int o a l l this t r o ibLe , s omeb ody wh o was watching

every damn move h e ma d e and Lau gh Ln g his he ad off . O. K. t h en ,

play i t your way and l a u h as wel l . Ha ! Gotcha!

A c ar sprayed pas t , s t ra ight pas t . ~ imon wa t ched i t

pas s , op en mout h ed .

" Anne , what t h e he l l are you do ing . hat wa s a c ar

and i t's gone s t r a i ght pas t . You d i dn ' t even mov e . How can

y ou expe c t it to s e e u s if you don ' t mov e ? "

"Well , I d idn ' t exac t ly s e e you j ump up in t h e air " .

"Oh Chris t , y ou c oul d s e e my n; ind was wandering. Are

y ou t oo p roud t o be s e en t h umbin 6 a lift?"
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Th a t was it as f ar a s Arme wa s c oncerned. Up t i ll

n ow s h e had done wh at she t hou ght b e s t , when h e was jus t mop i n g

a b out. Sh e hi t h im round t he f a ce ] p i cke d up h e r b a gs , a nd ma de

h er way b ack t he way they had c ome. S imon r e a lly f el t t h a t,

a l t h ou h it wa sn ' t terr i b ly f ierce . But h e hated her for d o i ng

it , a nd d idn ' t t h i nk of r unning afte r her and ap o l og ising, n ot

t h at h e woul d h ave don e in t h e fir s t place. He jus t stood there

fuming and b e c omi ng v er y red i n the face fo r s everal reasons.

He c e r t a i n l y was n ot go ing to r u b h i s f a c e, it would be l i k e

a dmitt i n g d efeat or s ome t hing.

He glanced d own the r oad t o see if Anne was c omin g

ba ck t o a p o l ogise . Oh Chr ist , s h e was gett inb i n t o a c a r on

t h e st ation ro a d . He d i dn 't mean" i t , he wa s j u s t t i r ed an d h e t

up , t h at ' s al l ; no n eed to r eal l y go .

No good. stup id t r y i n g t o bring h e r b ac k f rom s u ch

a distance. Gon e . 2 i mon fel t as i f h a l f of h imself had gone .

Wou l d he ev e r ge t h e r back? Wou l d i t e v e r b e the same again

if t h e y d i d ? He l l, h e was back t o ~uare one - e x c ept t h is t i me

i l o t f u r t h e r awa y .

Wha t n ow? Go back or pr e s s on? Not mu ch p o i n t i n

go ing t ~ere now r e al l y. Back t h en . Gr eat , she ld l e f t t h e c ase

t 'la t they we r e s har -Lng be tween t hem. He bent ov e r t o pick t h e m

up. Wet h a i r f l opp e d ove r h i s eyes, a n d wa t e r f r om t h e cr ease

i n h i s r ain coat co l lar went down h i s ne ck . Hi s j e ans we r e

t h or ou ghly dr e n che d , and a s a r e s ult, 6lery t i me he took a s t ep

t h ere wa s a horr i b l e s qu e l ch o f rainwa t e r and b lue dye in h i s

tenni s shoes . Not only tha t , t h e re was 8. c old wi nd waft ing

down t h e r oad wh ich s eemed to f re e ze al l the water on him - .

which ma d e h i m 'ev e n mor e c o l d an d uncomfortab l e:

Hi s a t tempts t o t h umb a l i ft to t h e s t a t ion were

unsuccessful. I mean, wh o wants a re j ect fr om t h e aqua s how
. -

i n his back seat ? So he had to wa lk i t, and it seellied a n awful
" ,

l ot l on ge r back than it h ad the r e , even t h ou gh t h e y were we t

then . Th e onl y thing t h a t k ept h i m from Etopping and c ryi n g

abou t t h e who le thin g va s t h a t h e was to o damn proud . It wou ld

probab ly have been be t ter iT h e h ad , be cause he j u s t c arried on

f e el ing mor-e a nd more sorry fo r h i ms e l f as h e wen t on . Se r v e

h ims e lf rie;h t i f h e go t doubl e p n e umon i a , or lo ckjaw may be , or

pe r h ap s h i s bra i n would get wat e r l ogged a n t h e ' d go mad , or eve n
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t h e water would s e ep t hrough h is who l e body a n d make h is skin

p ee l o f f ever s o sl owl y , so t h a t when he d r i e d out h e . . . ..

"Hey man!"

Bi mon h e ard t his f aint voic e which br ok e h i s self-pity

nd mad e h im look up .

"Hey ma n , over h e r e . "

The vo i ce was coming fr om some way back where t h i s h e a p

of junk was ma k i ng funny no ises in~the midd l e of th e road. There

was a co lumn of s team rising from i t. S imon d i d n ' t know mu ch

about c a rs , but this o n e obvi ously was in SOilie k i n d of trouble

- so he 'd better go a nd h e lp then ma y b e he 'd g e t a lif t .

He paddled up to t h e window of t h e car a n d p eered

inside wh e r e t h e r e was t hi s c ool looki n o g uy - pre t ty t h i n,

v e r y l on g black b ou n cy h a i r , a nd go l d rimmed g l as ses wh i ch h ad

a blue tint - ma k i n g him o ive t h e appearanc e of a v ery sick

pers on , white f aced .

" Co ul d you like obl i ?e wi t h a pus h man" i t s a id.

S imon n odded, p u t h i s bags down wi t a n as t y sque l ch ,

t r i e d t o loc at e t he r e ar of t h e v ehicle and s t art ed pu shi n g .

Fif~ y fee t l at er i t s tar t ed r ~ t t lin~ , whi ch ap p a r ently me ant it

h a d start e d, b e c aus e t he r e was a s c r eam of "C ont a c t! J u mp i n!"

The e x h aus t e d S i mon r ac e d b a ck fo r .i i s b a g s , t he n

b a c k . He cla mbered i n , s lun~ h is b a gs i n t he b a c k , then sla mmed

t h e d oor . The car s topped r a t tl ing .

"Er _j 11e y man - i t ' s s t opp e d . "

Bi mon gr oa ned a n d c limbed ou t 8-3;9 i n . Anot .' er f i ft y

f e e t a n d i t was goin g a -3a i n . 'I'n i s cLrne t t wes s t r a.Lgh t in. and

hang on. to yours e l f .

"Sh Ollld be t h e r e s o n" sa 'd t h e guy.

Bi mon wondered h0~ h e knew wh e r e ~e was heade d . An y 

way I h e t ~ o '~bh t h e ' d be t ter Ln t r oc u c e h ims e l f .

"I' m S imon . Th 9.r...k: s f or t he l i f t " .

"Always h e l p 9. br o t e r ) El a n . I don ' t know you . No ,

no Simons fi ou r e. lL~ywaJ ' : ' 11 e et t o kn ow you b tt er when we

s e t t h e r e".

Get whe r e ? Sur ely a s tat ion wa s n ' t a p l a c e t o g e t to

kn ow s omeon e better. Per~aps t hi s ~uy t h ou gh t S imon wa s g0 ing

samepl a c e h e W9.S . Bet t er not s a ' a~y th in~ t h en , wa i t u n ti l t h ey

g e t t n e r e - wne r e v e r it was. He was t oo tired t b o t h er as k i ng

q ue s t i ons, a nywa y t hi s gu y wa s a g ood r e me dy f or w a t e v e r h e was

s uffe r i ng from . Iv.a;yb e t h ere were s on,e mor e wh e r e h e wa s g o i.n .
Th9.t wou l d be br i l l iant .
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I X

Th e c a r t o ok 8. shar p turn i n g le f t a wh i l e 19-ter. Wel l ,

t h a t a t lea st e st a b l i s h e d t h e f a ct t h at the s tation w as not where

t hey we r e h e ade d . Th e qu e s t ion was , d id t h e d r i v e r know wh e r e

t h e y were g o i ng? He s e e me d t o , h e was ~e eping a k e e n e y e on t he

roa d ah ead through h i s c i ga re t te smok e .

Eventua lly t h e J c ame t o a f airly l 3rge house cut i n

t he trees on the f a r s i d e o f t h e r oa d. Th e c a r ~ erked roun d

i nto the gr ave l car park a ongs ide s ome oth e r r u s t i n g h e a ps a l

re a d y t h e r e . Th e r e were v a riou s changing c o l oured ligh t s c omin g

f r om t h e wi ndows , and a l ot of h a iry freaks we r e mi l lin g about

t he doorway. Th e r e wa s an abu n d a nc e of n o i se c omi n g fr om ins i d e

- mu s i c , s cre a ms, p e op l e hi t t in~ thin s (not e a cn other , hop ed

Simon ) , a nd smoke gave t h e a i r a mys t i c l o ok .

"You ' d bet t er s l i p into s ome c oo~ gear befor e y ou join

t h e f un, man. Se e you l a t e r , ok a y ? "

"Th a nks a lot. "

S imon was ::t' labber ghas ted . How did t h a t guy ever pass

h i m of f a s on e o f t h em. I mean, t hey we r e re a l l y c o o l people ,

n o d ou b t . Whos e part y was i t anywaJ~ ? TJrn o I d live ou t h e r e ~ in

t h e mi d d l e o f nowh ere? J ust think , he ' d t .hough t of c omi n g ou t

h ere of h i s own a c co rd - wha t a coo l i -e a that was . Wh o 'd have

t h ou ;;ht t h i s was wh ere gr o ovy p e op l e l i k e tnes e hung out ?

He looke d a r ou nd h im . Th e guy vnlo' d br ou gh t h im h ad

joine d a group who we r e just goin g i n . Each one l ook ed br i l li9-nt

in t h e i r v a r yin g c lothe s . k o s t o f them wer e c arrying a crat e of

b o t t le s with them ~ a nd t h e odd p ile of re cords .

Then Simon fo u n d a c u ddly l o ok i n g gir l i n front of

him. Sh e wa s a bou t n ine teen o r t we n t y , and looke d v e r y helpful .

"Wow, y ou l o ok we t . l!!:ly don ' t y ou gr ab a t owel and ge t

s ort e d out upstairs . '

" Tha n ks . I s t h i s y our par t y ? ll

llYes , mine a n d Sam : s . Didn ' t you kn ow? - n o I s' p ose

not . I don ' t know you , d o 1?"

"We l l no , I gues s no t - I ' m Bimon . You're - ll

" Maud ."

S L1e was v ex ; nice - h e e nvie d Sarn , wh oev e r h e was .

"Look , I ' l l ahow you u p a nd youca.n t a k e a bat h . Wo n ' t

take L onj ..- p a r-t y only s t a r t e d cl t ew h oir-s ago, a n c 1 c an d i,

ou t s o me f resh s ear f or y ou 0 . 2:. ?1I



"Yo u ' r e v ery kind ~ a re y ou s u r e i t ' s

" Come on t h e n . "

If

Simon bewildere d ly foll owed her i nt o t h e h ouse . S h e

h a d t o f i gh t her wa y t h r-ou j h t h e p e ople - t h e y a l l see med ' t o

kn ow h e r - mo s t of wh o we r e guys want i n g a k iss or wha t ever , s o

i t was qu i t e a batt l e .

She locA t ed t h e b a t~room for h i m a nd said she 'd b e

a long wi t h A. t owel in a mi nu te a n d t o pu t h is we t s t u f f i n t o

'th e box i n t h e c or n er' . S im on managed t o gather h imself e nough

t o real i s e that i t was a ll very e x c i t i ng, but h ow l on g wou l d it

l a s t? St i l l , make t h e bes t of i t .

Unfortun ately, the bath ro om d idn ' t have a l ock , s o

he wa s fo rced t o t ak e pre cau t i ons . Th e y obv iou s l y didn ' t b e 

l i ev e in pr i v a c y ou t h e Le , and why n ot ? p~yway , h e f ound a

lip st i c k and wrot e ' K~EP OUT ' on t h e d oor i n b loc k l et t e rs a nd

hoped f or the be s t . He wonde r ed h ow s h e i nten d ed pass i ng h i s

c loth e s t o h i m, so now he knew . J e s u s , it wa s brilliant get ting

out of t h ose sodden garm e n t s , and t h e wa te r was beaut iful l y warm

t oo . Li k e h e av e n after wD.at h e ld been t hrou gh t h e p e s t day .

An d wn a t a day i t had been t oo. T~ ou .jht s qu i ckl y fl a s hed t hrou gh

h i s mi nd - Tere s a , Anne , s cattered c l o t he s , back of bus , s or e

fee t , n o t r ain , argument s ~ r a in , walKing , mor e r ain , THor e a.reju 

men t s, sore cheek, n o Anne , ye t mor e r ain, blu e dy e , mor e wa l k ing,

de s p e r a t ion, cra nk y c ar , f r eaky gu , no s t a t i on , now h e r e . Ev ery

t h i n g e l se s e emed s o Br away , as i f i t was a l l a bad dre am . Th e n

wha t d i d t h a t make this ? Rea l i ty?

Suddenly a guy r o l l e d in and took down h i s trou s ers .

S imon r apidly we n t red . Th e man l ook e d a t h im wi th hazy eyes,

f ocuss ed and t hen pu l l ed h i s trou s e r s u p a ga i n .

"Hey , sor r y ma n - where t he h e l l c a n y ou have El ' c r a p

round here ? J e s u s ! "

S imon t ol d h i m t o t r y t h e l a v a t or y , and p l eas e c l o s e

t h e door . A spon taneous r eply, r a t h e r a pr oduc t of e Kt r e ffi e

emb a r r a s sment t han any t h i.n g el s e . S imon va lt e d , expe c t i ng some

ot her desperat e person - but no- nne c a me s o h e s e t tle d back t o

e nj oy t h e warm~h . Re de c i de d to wash h is h a i r as we l l , j u s t s o

he ' d f e e l on top and enj oy h i.u s e L f a l l the mor e .

Five n.Lnu t e s l a t e r t h e do or open e d aga i.n , wh i ch made

h i m j ump , bu t then a reas sur ing v o ice c alme d ~im .
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"On l y me " i t s aid. "~ere l s t he c lo t hes - t h e y should

f i t , I ' m used to fi tting c Lo t ne a and I sus s e d y ou we r e a thirty ."

Sh e had s ussed righ t . Sne was r e al n i c e t h ou 6h , s he

c ould s e e wha t he wa s Li.x e a n d ha dn ' t entered a t a l l . A p ile

of c l o t he s fl ew in a n d l a nd e d conv enient l y, purrose ly, on a

chair .

"I hope t ae wa ter ' s OK, it VT, 2U' t ':.Tc r~ar~6 12.;:,t we ek . "

"Fine t aanks . IJ00k 'l you ' ve been t e r ribly k i.n d to me 

c a n I d o a ny t h i ng t o help a t a ll ?"

"No l ov e , I k UO'N you ' d do t a. e s a me fo r anyone e l s e 

we ' r e a ll one ha~]y fam i l y out h ere . Bu t t here is maybe one

thing vou c oul d d o - but I'll tell you later. "

Wi t h t hat s h e des c e n de d t he s t a i rs , and wa s fo llowed by

a who l e 6r0uP of peo~le.

Bimon f elt r eally h ep.:?y and n umb l e t ha t he wa s in t h is

lace with a lot of nice people and gay h a? p en i n gs . It wa s a

happ y family, and he 'd like to fe el part of it . He ' d app r e c iat e

a t ask to ge t on wi th , b e c a u s e t h e n he 'd fe el part of i t all ,

and it would also s ave him jus t a im l e ss l y sussing t he p l a c e ou t 

wondering whe r e t o .:::,u t h is ~F' nds .

He de c ided t o g e t ou t of t h e bath a n d put on t he clothes

t h a t had b e en put i n t h ere. They we r e v e r y s mar t and jus t the

righ t s ize to o - a p a i r of t i gh t flared patche d v e lvet t r ou s e r s ,

a str iped rugby shirt . wi t h si. Lk t a s s e l s down the s e a ms a n d an

od d p a i r of socks whi ch se enled to have a ; e c u l i a r a f f i n i t y . The

a sse mbl ed g e a r made him fee l a little mo r e like t he others, a nd

he made an a t temp t to f uzz h is damp hair . So , fee l ing r eason

ably together, he unleashed h i llise l f on t h e throng ~ wi t h very

l i t t l e effe ct.

Wh e n he re ached t he bottom of t h e st airs and wa s wond

er i ng ,what next, a guy s r a bb ed hi s a r m.

"Rey man, you Si mon ? "

" Yes , t hat' s r i gh t - man . " Th e guy mus t h a v e recog

nis ed h i m by his anonimi ty - h e wa s n ' t quite ye t on e of t he

f a mi l y .

"Wel l I ' m Jek, and Ma u d told me t o a s k y ou i f you c oul d

take over the mu s i c depar t ment."

"Yeah , l ov e t o . i' l.1anks Jek ."

This was great - not onl y cou ld h e s uss the scene out

mu ch bet ter from t h e record deck, bu t he c ould al~lO play what
s oun d s ne l i k e d and f ind s ome i n t e re s t i n g new mUS1C .
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Whe n h e finally l ocated t_ e noise, h e s l ung on t he

near est record (which h appen ed to be ' Blu e s Obi tuary ' by The

Gr oundhogs ) a n d sort ed throu~h wh a t was t here . It was a mixed

he ap of LP' s wh i ch r a n ge d from Eg to Si be l ius . He h a d nev e r

s een mos t of t lem, let a l on e h e a r d t hem. s t i l l , h e h ad al l

ev enin g .

He s tar ed ro un d t h e r oom. Bl ue and u l t ra v i olet

li °ht ing gav e the r oom a v ery e t he r ea l e f f e c t , p eople seemed

p las t i c and s omet i mes grote s qu e. Some of t hem we r e obvi ous ly

s ton ed , a mi l l i on ILi l e s a way. Ot her s were jus t h apry , d a n c i ng

t o mu s i c in their heads , d o ing somersaul t s , t el ling crude j oke s .

Ot h e rs were having s e rious c onv e rsations , f eel i n g for i nne r

meaning a nd t he such . Lot s of c ouple s al r e ady - r eally bett i n g

inv olved i n fu ll v i ew of ever yon e , but " no body n o t i ced be c au s e

i t was everywhe r e a n d the t hin g t o do . Bu t a s the ev e n i n g wa s

relatively y oung a lot of peopl e we r e stil l sing le and go i n g

fr om person t o person un t i l s lott ing i n t o : a ~ro_ ve wi t h Gome on e .

~o t he r e wa s still hope f or S i rnon a l t h ou gh he f e l t t h e y wer e al l

a t least a year or t wo older t h a n h e wa s . St i l l , who knows ?

L ayb e it was t h e sudde n wa f t i ng i n of c ook i n g sme l ls ,

bu t sudd enly Ci mon f e l t incredi bly h ungry - i n fa c t jus t t h en

e r 0al i sed t h at h e h a dn ' t ea t e n fo r mor e t han t e n hours . Th e

tra i l of event s had . ma de h i m fo r ge t h i s s tomach , but n ow i t wa s

t ellin g h im t hat h e was due t or a refill . So h e followe d h i s

nos e a n d f oun d hi~s e lf i n wh a t wa s p r e s uma b ly the k i t ch e n ,

t h ou gh it l ooked mor e l i k e a garage - no t exac t ly the mos t up

to dqt e u t ens i ls e v e r - h e n o t iced a c oup l e of warming p a n s and

a h e av y blaek oven .

~aud wa s i n t h ere, cooking s omet h ing in a pan . Sh e

d idn ' t look u p wh e n h e came i n, bu t said 11I t ~lought y o u migh t

like t his , you c a n' t h a v e e aten i n a~es t he wa y y ou look. I

h on e ou l i ke e ggs - it's a l l we ' v e ot I' m a f ra i d . "

Eve r y t i me she spoke E±mon wa s a ma ze d by h e r p e r c ep 

tivene ss and kindness. Sh e mu s t enjoy all t his , how nice to

nre e t p e op l e wh o c ou ld ma n a ge un der such condi tions - and s t i l l

b e ab le ~ o h o l d br i l l ian t 1p&r t i e s l i k e t hi s one .

lIYou 1re jus t t o o k i nd t o b e t r u e . lI

" Norrs e ns e , y ou I re h e Lp i n g us wi t h s ou n d a nywa y . Te l l

me , h ow d i d y ou find out a bout t il e p s r t y ? "

S imon ex plained that h e h adn ' t kn own whe r e he wa s
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go i ng , a n d t h en r e l a t e d mo s t of t he event s t h a t h a d l e d u p t o

his being t a e r e whi l e she f i ddl ed a bout wi t h his n ou r i s hmen t .

Sh e was mo s t - i n t e r e s t e d a n d s ymp athetic to h is t r ouble s , whi ch

ma de h i m f e e l real ly grea t - s he wa s t h e fi r s t person wh o p r op

erly unders t ood what he was a b out , and y ou c o ul d b e sure s h e

r eally meant what s he wa s s a y ing - wh a t ev er she happen e d t o b e

d o i ng a t the time .

Sh e f i n ish e d p r e par ing h i s fo od , a nd t h e y b oth went

over t o t ~e s oun d so h e c ou l d eat i t and , talk to he r a t t he ,

same time . By nQw( ~imon wa s f eelin g h e c ou ld f ace a lmo s t a ny

t hin , a n d h e 'we l c omed i t whe n L;La u d c a l l e d a c ro s s s ome pe op l e

( wh o i nc l u d e d Barn) to l is t e n t o h i.m. He we n t ov e r what had

happened a gain , exc ep t t h i s time in mor e d e t a i l and mor e calmly .

They were a l l i n t o his story, wh i ch surp r ised him because h e

t 1.ou gh t t h a t mor e interes t ing t h i.n g e h.a~'pened each day f or ':; ~_le m.

Th ey we r e v ery i nt e r e s t e d »n e n he c a me t o t a e b i t about t h e

houee h e had r ented and s a i d tha t t h e y k n ew it wel l a nd offer8d

En' J s e rv i.c e n l~ ' -,-(~· y c ould t o fix t he p L a c e up . Bimon "vas mos t

p leased ab out th i s , but he to ld t h e m t ha~ ~e wou l d have t o g o

home f i r s t t o get t h i n gs t ~gether t 2 e r e a s i t wa$ all v e r y com

p l i cat ed . They of c ou r s e d. idn ' t see it qu i t e the Vlay h e d. i d ,

b u t t hey be l i e v e d i n h im .

lILo ok ma n , we coul d g e t t h e p lac e t oge t h er by t h e time

you come back a gain . I k n ow t h i s guy wh o ' l l l et u Sch ave waterials

n o que s t ions aske d . lI

I' Th a t I s r i ght 2 imon , we I d a ll d o our bit a nd i t

woul d t a k e n o t i me t o put t h e p l.ac e back on i ts f eet . 11

He now fe l t p a r t of t n e f 8ffi i ly , and told t l e ID t h a t

he 'd accep t t heir offer, as l on g as t ~ey td COllie t o an opening

up. par t y as s oon as he c a me b a ck . , So t h e y a l l s h ook hand s

and . s t a r t e d op ening bo t t le s end Lau gn i.n g a n d f'r-e a x i.ng t o t h e

mus i c .

S i Kon r e a lly enj oyed 'himse l f a n d b efore he knew i t it

wa s t h e n ex t day . The p arty was s ti l l off i c i ally on, bu t h e

had t o ge t b a ck a nd s or t t h i n gs ou t , so h e bha nke d Ha ud a ga i n

a nd l e f t wi t h a s l i ght h eadach e i n a c ar wi th a few h a pp y

p e op l e . Th ey dropp e d h im off a t the s t at i on say i ng t h ey ' d s e e

h i m a t h i s part y i n t h e h ouse t h at would b e k i t t ed out in a

f ew days .

So t h e r e h e wa s wi th a coup le of c a s e s a t t h e s tat ion ,

s o h e p i l ed on t o t h e f irs t t r ain a n d fel l a s le ep .
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x

Parents not surprised t o s e e h im b ack - Anne h a d t ol d

- them what h a d hap~ ened on t h e phone . She h ad a lso sent him a

l e t ter whi ch h e wou ld rec eive t he n ext da y .

S imon was c on s c i ou s t a t everythi~g a r ou n d him wa s dul l

and u n inter est ing . Pe op l e seemed boring, and h i s parents were a

real dr ag al l of a sudden . He neve r 60t on t oo wel l wi th t h em

a t the bes t of time s , but n ow i t wa s much wors e . Food d i dn ' t

i n tere s t him t h a t d ay - he just wanted t o ge t back t o t h os e r e a l

p e op l e, and h e wanted t o t ak e s ome on e he li~ed wi t h h im .

He h ad " to get o~t , s o he d i d . Wen t t o say hal lo ' t o t h e

town c entre . f t er a while even t h i s bored h i m, so h e de cid ed

t o go back t lr ou gh t h e p a rk an d sort t h i n gs out on e wa y or the

other wi th .tnne. Now , t h e park did funny t hin s f or t h i s l a d .

By n ow i t was ge ~ t ing fairly dark , an d he c ame t o a p lace wh i ch

ma de h im l o ok u p i nt o t h e sky f or t h e s tars . Bu t t a e r e were n o

s t a r s t hat n ight, 'just b l eaknes s. S i s s ky wa s gr ey t oo . He

r emembered t he sonQ he a l way t n ou ght of h ere. No , it d idn 't fit,

it j u s t wasn ' t t a e s a me a t a l l . I t a l so n.a d e h im r eme mber t he

ood t i me s h e h ad h a d wi t h Arme, wh en t h e y b o th swor e that n o thi ng

wou ld c ome b e tween t hem. :Iow f oolish t h a t s eemed n ow. How

cou l d h e face h e r ? He c ouldn ' t bear to l e av e h er , and t h a t

was a f act . But h e knew h e r so we l l - onc e she had ma d e her

lliind up abou t s omething , nothing c ould ch ange i t h owever hard

i t was f or h e r . Sh ou l d h e ~o now, or wai t un~ i l h e ge t s the

l e tter a nd she ' s ca l med down a bit ? Hang on though , maybe t he

l ette r finishes i t - t hen he wou ld b e t oo l at e t he next day .

No , n ow it h a d to b e .

He rang t he be ll. · No answer . Rang a gain . Nop e . He l l !

Too l a t e f or h e r to be b a ck s oon - probably ou t a l l n i ght , She

mu s t have known h e I d come for .i e r as s oon a s h e got back. She

obviously th i nks it 's al l over . d aw damn fe rnenine - j u s t one

bad da y a fter al l t h e t im e t :l ey had had t oge t her b e f ore. Sh e

wasn 't be i ng f a i r .

Laughing. Coming fr om r oun d t he corn e r . Soun d e d l i k e

Arrn e . Two v o i ce s . A s ixth s ens e to ld Si mon t o h ide qui ck ly . He

r e s p e ct e d th i s and ran ove r . the ro ad b eh i n d a large t r ee . No ,

h e h a dn' t b e en se en. Ye s , there were two of t hem - h e c ould

r ecognis e Anne 's silh ou e t te anywh e r e , but t h e oth e r was qu i t e a
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mystery . It mu s t h a v e been someone s he knew qu i t e we l l be c a u s e

t h e y seellied to be enjoying themse l v e s . !ill , t hey we r e c omin g up

to a lamp-post.

It was a b l oke . Shi t n o, it c ouldn't be . It was .

What a b as t ard , taking h e r wh e n she wa s d own . Or wa s i t her

ide a ? Si~on fe lt real l y a ngry . He wa tched s c ornf u l l y a s t h ey

stop p ed outside. h er ,hou s e . The n h e fie l d n e r and was abo c~t to

kiss h e r . Bi llion · couldn't s tand it . She uad knocked him off

balanc e , it was so unfa i r . He ran a s fast a s he c ou l d d own t ae

road. They both looked up, s t artled . Anne c ouldn' t s ee anyone

when Eh e h ad turned r oun d , and h e s aid it wa s j u s t some kid or

other .

Far f r om being a kid, it wa s a s car e d y ou ng man who

was l e a~ning thing s t h e "h a r d way . A man at a l mos t s eventeen 

runni ng l i k e he can r e me mb e r d o i n g s o many t imes as a ch i l d,

be ing chas ed b y unseen nasty things and big bad men with beards .

Shadows wou ld s eem t o h o ld dark secife t s t h en , t h e y d i d n ow .

Runni ng fro m a painfu l r eal it y this t i me. Ve r y pa i n fu l . F irs t

time always wor s t , had t o l e a r n - c ou l dn ' t go t h rough t~ i s

a gain t n ougn . Nowh e r e t o go , no bod y L of t to t urn c o .

S i~ on s t opp e d dead. TIe was pant ing and h is face was

re d and strea ming. ~e was crying. Wh o cares? Bu t i t wa s jus t

beautifu l - wh at he s h ou l <i hRve done a l on s tjme before. In

hi s t e a r s ran t h e we i ght wh i ch was crushilJ:::; h is n.Lnd Lnto obliv

i on . Hi s ange r , fear ~ resent ment, s uspi c iousn e s s , hate , con sc i 

ence fe ll int o a :.,u d d le on t he groun d . Ee l o nk e d a t i t a nd i t

WB f'.. barely n o t i c a b l e - but h e c ould f ee l t b.''1i:; ~ -1:;,::, we i ght h ad

been t r a n s f e rr e d fr olli hiffi t a t he gr ou n d . Al l t h at "w ~ ~ l e ft t o

him ~8S fa i th ~ nd t rus t . Des tiny ~8S once a g aj n wi t h h i m.

Enevi t ab f y , c o f'f'e e s ~!rc:-ng to his rm.n d . _I\h y e s , t ~l e r e

wa s a coff ee bar jus t d own t h e r-o a d , Great! He had e nough for

one t oo. ~ith a b it of l u c k , h e mi ght even see some on e h e ~new

d own there as we l l .

X I

A v o i ce entered Billion ' s e ar as he s i pped h i s coffee .

He l u ok e d u p a n d t here was t his a t t r a c t i v e Zi~l standing t here.

~~ didn ' t f or t h e l'fe o f h i m t hin k h e k~e~ her ~ so he a s s ume d



h er words were for someboGy else.

II ,Si mon - remember n.e ? The kid wi t h p igtai ls and t h e

larGe dol l ?"

She was t alkin~ to h im . Pi gtails ? Do l l ? Oh no, it

couldn ' t be t h e l i t t le menace t ha t wen t to j un i or s choo l wi t h h im .

" I t ' s not Laur a Mas on i s it?1I

"That' s righ t - you do remember . It' s been s o l ong . I

h op e you di dn ' t mi nd me cal ling you l i k e that, but I .was s o

sur pr is ed to s ee you - h er e of a l l Ijl a c e s . 11

'1 0h , L ' m sor r y - p l ea s e s i t down . I can ' t say .I ' d

have reco~nised you unles s you dr ew my attent ion l i k e t hat. How
are yoU? 1I

11Fine , and you? "

IT Oh never mi nd a l l t h e cL'a};:' . V:h er e do you hang ou t

mos t of your spare t i rne ?1I

II At Wi nk ' s Li s co mos t l y - i t ' s over t he other s ide of

town, I expect yo u know i t ."

2 i mon didn ' t know i t, but he didn ' t say anything . He

made a eriap Cec ision ,t o save ge t ~ing t h ou ght s t oge t .he r a l l over

a g a.in .

II Hey Leur a, I know t hi s i s a b i t sudden , but we could

ge t on we l l I t h i nk , and I've got t h i s h ouse ou t i n t he coun t r y

wi th s ome gre a t pe op le livirig ar ound t hat I want s ome pe op l e to

fi ll wi th me. How ab out yoU? 1I

Laur a had to b Li.nk and t ry to p i e ce t ogether wh a t h e

was asking ( s he was a lways being a sked t o do t hings by bloke s ~

and usu a l ly a ccept ed wi thou t t .hLn ki ug bu t thi s was s l ight ly

different).

" We Ll , sounds great bu t I 'd h ave to a sk Laurie. 11

II \}Jho 1 s La u r Le ?" A complication .

1I 0h ; my boy fri end."

This was a complica t ion - he had jumped i n just a bit

t oo qu i ckly , hadn ' t don e enou6h b ackground work beforehand.

St i l l , t he house could ho ld a fa i r amount of p eo p le , s o h e supp

osed that t here would be r oom f or t h os e t wo and t he per s on he 'd

ask .

IT I' m sure he I d want t o though . "

"Ye ah , I' m sure h e wou l d too. It Simo n had f ormed a l ow

op inion of Laur i e in hi s mind alr eady . He i magined a guy wi th

cut tin g black s ideburns , b lack suede j acke t a nd a BSA 500.

"It I· S ~ j u s t t h a t h e does t end t o ge t gay fever wh en . t h e



weather turns nasty, and then he can ' t p l a y t e nnis . 11

Hay f ever? Tenriis? S i mon had obviously b een too ~ui ck

i n his assun~tions about t his guy . He ld be t ter s low down before

h i s predict :Lon s got him into troub le . 'Bu t tennis , I mean I ask

y ou , tennis . Hardly t h e t a l k i n g p o i n t of t h e d a y . Anyway , a t

l e a s t it me a n t t h a t h e h a d some sor t of a chance wi th taura while

t h e y were on h oliday - unless s h e was s t U? i d and p r e f e rre d t hi s

p oof y s o und i ng bloke in wh i ch case s he was no t wort~ t he t r ou b l e .

Ye ah , stick t o ; l a n A - get someone else as wel l .

"Wel l , te l l y ou h a t , g i v e TIle y ou r phone numbe r and

1 1 11 give you a r i n g s ometime t omorrow to se e if it 's al l OK, righ t?"

"Fine , i t' s 776843 . rr

IIRi gh t - we l l I lliu s t go now, but we can talk over old

times next time we mee t . Phon e y ou t omorr ow anyway . 1I

1I 0kay, t h a nks "for t he of f e r , see you. 1I

S imon l e ft as if he had a -mi l l i on t hin g s ,; 0 do a n d t h e

rest of t he wor l d wa s h old i ng him u p . I n a c t u a l fa c t , h e was

t ryi n g t o ah ow Laura he h a ;:rr own up a l ay mor e t h a n he t h o ._g ~lt

~h e lad . Re a l l y h e wa s going s t raight home to bed . Sh e s eemed

'r e a s on a b l y i ndi fferent a bout h im, apar t 'f r om t h e fac t i t was v ery

interesting t o me e t pea le y ou haven ~t s een for f ive years .

Anyway , t h a t wa s t wo people Bi mon was f a irly s ure of

t a king wi t h h im on r ound t wo of .h i.s country excursions . Now

a l l that remained was for h im to f i n d someone f or himself to go

wi th , a nd t h at h e would d o t he next day .

X I I

That n igh t Simon h a d a few p an s of regre t abou t wh a t

h a d h a ppe n e d t h e d a y before . But h e d i d h i s best 't o always t hink

of t he future, ~ot of t o e past . A~ present his mi nd wa s s t i l l

fair ly confused, but his aims were c lear .

Th e n ex t da y c a llie like a breath of fresh pi r . Th e s ky

had c leared a nd t h e s un ~as beginning to ge t back 'to ·wor k . Th e

b i rds we r e once a gain drift ing i n t h e s ky; tel l i n g e veryone to

c ome ou t and enjoy t hemse l ve s . One of t h o s e people wou ld be

Si mon . He greetea t he brigh t day 'wi t h a smi le , a nd go t straight
I

out of bed and op e n ed t he "wi n dows . He s iLel t the air - yes , d e s -

p i t e t h e p o l l u t i on he coul d s wear t o de tec tin t h e f r esh a ir .

1~ , nice wa sh t hi s mor n i ng .
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Br e akf a s t and ou t ! Re a l ly s o b eaut iful t o wal k under

t he sky when i t ' s be in:s ni ce to you . Where was he boi ng t h ou gh?

~ha t l s 8 point . Hey , I wonder h ow you 'd find out wh er e Ter e sa

l i ve s? That i s a poi n t . Phone book ? Oh h e l l, wh at was h er

s urname ? Tere s a - ah! Iv" i t che l l ! Phone boot h ? 'Jne round t h e

c or ne r .

Bimon di sappe ar e d int o a ph on & boo t h . I t was on t he

cor ner of t h e roa d, and so i t wa s very h ot and c l austrophob i c

i ns i de . Now ,. Iv~ i t ch el l t'li tchell l.:i t ch el-1 all h ere ! Now wha t

adre ss was i t ? Oh yeah , 83 Uta h Par k - her e, 4 29110 . ~7e dial 

l e d t he number and l ooke d out of t he wi.ndow of t he boo t h whi l e

h e wa ited f or t he p ips t o s t art . Wh i l e he was waiting , t hi s

i ncredible blonde walked pas t . She had a s try~rb f i gure and a

S lort tight s ummer dr e s s . ~imo n fe l t s o he lpless , s t uck i n

t hat cr ampe d box . Pi p p ip p ip p i p . . • tupp ence in . . . c l i ck

llHell o - 4 29 110 . "
(

" He l Lo , i s t h a t Tere s a s peaking?"

1 1 ~~0 , I r 11 .ge t u. e r - wh o I S Gfu. i s c a l l i.n g please?"

"Um - ':":.iIl,on , Si mon I i ng . I!

I1 ~ • .;,r •;:: .i.mon _~lng . ~!I.1 1 right ,la16 on e. n.Ln ut e p l e a s e n

Ther e was a c l~dk and t ~ en silence . Simo n s t ra ined to

see if he c ou ld still s e e t ha t bir d , but she wa s out of signt by

n ow. 1,ve l l , s h e we s o ut t a c t gh t a l l ~ ;le t i me , bu t n eve r n.Ln d .

"Hi 'I'er-es a , .how are you? "

I! :E'ine - b ut whe ':;" are you ph0ning Yi~ e f or, T c :lOu gh t

y ou and Anne wer e in t ua t p l a ce i n t :l e c ount r y you rented? 11

"Ye ah, we l l we t r-e n ot - and t he f a ct is we ' ve s ? li t .

You .know h ow t .he s e t h i n gs can h app en , t emp er s f r ay and be f or e you

know i t , i t ' s a l l over . 1!

"Oh , I 1 El .a or-r-y " but. ,wa r=. she ? "Then you sound i n

goo d s i ri t s - you used t o be very f ond .of her . 11

I1 I "",,'8.S, but t :1.at was in ~ le)8.St and l Id r ather f orget

al l ab out i t . An~rway , I d i dn ' t pu t i n t wo ~· e nc e t o po ur my

t r oub les out t a you. Loo k, t h i s pla ce i s s ti l l t h e r e for t he

t ak i ng 8D~ I was wonder i n g i f you 'd l i {e t a c ome - t he r e ' s t wo

ot h er p e op L e c orni ng 8S we L l , I1

" h,e ? Crikey t ha t ' s gre a t. Who are t~le ot l:ler t wo?"

"Oh ~ j u s t an oLd s ch ooL fr iend and h er bo y f r i end .

Bu t t h a t doesn ' t mat t er ) the p oint if', can you c ome ? '!



"We Ll ye s I s up p o s e s o, how much wi l l i t c ost t. uou gh ? "

" I s fif teBn p ou n d s all riga t? - I daresay we could

t£e t by f or t hr ee weeks on that - snd anyway I 've go t s ome f r i en ds

up ,there wh o ' l l h elp out if t h i ngs_ g e t r ough . My i d e a is we

could ma y b e get some wor k on a farm or something . - you know, in

exchange for eggs a nd s u ch Il

"Ye s , I ' v e go t SOlJ;e mon ey i n. t h e po s t offic e , and

anYir-Jay my parents woul d g i v e me mos t of i L "
tl That's f ine. We l l I mu s t ring off n ow , I ' v e go t a

l o t of t h i n g s t o s ort out."

" OK'; but bef ore you g o jus t answer me one t hin g . 1!

"Fire away ."

"Wh y d .i d you p i c k me t o c ome?"

" Bec a u se y ou ' r e pret ty and I like you and we c a n have

s ome fun t o ge t h e r . OK? Ri ng y ou back tonigh t , bye. ll

"Er - b ye "

Bi mon r 3n g off, v e r y p leased wi t h h i ms e l f . NGw, wh e r e

wa s t hat pie c e of paper wi th La u r a' s a dress on i t ? Si mon rurr~

age d about in hi s p o c k e t . He l l , where was it ? He wa s g e t t i ng

v ery h o t and he t u p a s h e s trug~led i n the t i n y spac e for t h e

p ie c e of screwed up paper. Not b e in~ able t o st pnd t he ~umidit y

a ny l on g e r h e ) i l e d o ut of t he box into t h e s wee t s me l l i ng air,

a lmos t l o s i n c; h is bal a nce in the p r o c e s s . Ah ! He found t le

e lusiv e i t em , a nd s o h e ' d h o l d h is bre a Gh and d ive i n a g a i n . Bu t

whi l e h e had be en s t ruggl ing for t h e number a rotund woman h a d

bounced i n t h e r e when h e wasn ' t l o ok i n g , damn her . Sh e ' d

obviously b e na t ter i ng f ·'r h ours in t h e r e , s o i t wa s n ' t wor t h

wa i t i n g . J us t find another ph one boo t q, t hat ' s a ll . Oh yeah ,

t h e r e wa s one in t he p ost offi c e in t h e high s t reet . Not f ar ,

brought h i m near t h e common a n -y-vra .J - might be someone he kn e w

t h e r e o

To ge t there involved des cending a fai r l y s teep h il l ,

s o by the t i me h e h i t t h e busy loc a l s h op p i n g area ~e was q ~ it e

h ot and t hir s ty . Luck i l y there wa s a f i sh and chip shop next

t o the pos t of f ic e , so he b ought h i ms elf a refre s h ing coke . Now

h e was 't op r.e d up h e c ou l d fac e ano the r s t u f fy ph on e booth. I n

ac~ua l fac t t he p ost of f i c e wa s a v e r y c old ~ lac e i n s i d e , and

e v e n wor s e i nsid e t i e b oo t h because the me t a l t o ok a l l the h e a t

o ut of his b r own i n 6 arms i f h e leaned a g a i n s t i t . 776843. He

d i a l l e d . Anot h e r Wed t. Mor e ) i p s . An o t h e r t 1NO penc e.

"He l l o , is t hat S i mon ? 'J



"Yyyes. " Bimon wa s surprised t hat t Qe p erson kn e w who

i t was , bec a u s e it was no t Lau r a ' s v o ice - sOQnded mu c h mor e

mature , p r ob a b l y h e r mothe r .

"Yes, she wa s expecting your call bu t I 'm afraid

she 's no t in . She to l d me t o t ell you t h a t s he ' d be r ound you r

h ou s e t his a f t e rnoon . "

. " OK, t h a nks a nyway."

11 Goodbye . ."

II Bye. l1 He cross ly r ep l a ced t he re c eiver. Ty_ical!

Anyway , it probably mea n t she was com i n g, oth e r wise she 'd have

left a mes s a ge to t h e contrary . Cimon l e f t t ~e booth and walk

ed int o t h e brigh t sunshine and c r-os s e d t he road ov e r t o t.he

CO IDTIlon. There was a row of trees along t he side of the road

j us t before t ~e l arge area of gr a s s bega n , and Si mon l od ge d under

t he shade of one of t hese wh ile h e looked around t o see if t here

wa s anyon e h e knew a bout .

There we r e p l en Gy of cretins s we a t i n g themse lve s to

de ath on t he ' soccer ~it che s t h at he Kn e w only becaus e t~ey went

to t h e SillTIe s choo l - t h at was a l l . ! t made h im t hink t h ough,

s ome of t hose k i ds wou ld p r obab ly -£e t b e t t e r qua 'l LfLc a t i.on s t h an

h i m - it was a l l wrong somewhere , but it d idn ' t really bother

h i m t oo much . ..e was j us t gl ad h e wa s n l t li ke t h e m. He ch ange d

h is s igh t s , ~nd no t i ~ e d t hat t h e r e were a f ew groups l o i n g

a b ou t . They we r e either casually s t r u t t i ng a b out or f anning

t hems e l v e s e n d chewin g gum in t h e sha de of t all tr e es o They
1

d idn ' t c onc e rn Si mon e i the r be cause t he y we r e no s t Ly c ompr ehen-

s i v e a n d mixed s chool k ids , n o t t hat he f e l t h e wa s better t han

t h e m or e.uy t h ing - h e jus t c oul dn 't iSe t on wi t h t hat type of

p e opLe , t hat' saI l .

His at tent i on was d~ver t e d wh e n t wo sir ls parade d

past h im . They wer en ' t a l l tha t old , so wh e n t he y started ma k i n g

eyes a nd ind icat i on s h e t u r ned a~ay , and t h e y s t uck t ~e ir fingers

u, at h im . So mu ch f or t hem! ? r ob a b l y mi x e d sch oo l a

Nobody much else about - oh no , hang abou t . ~h.er e

were some p e op l e surib a t.h i.n g over t he f ar side, t ~'leir I on ha i r

~l i s t ening on the gr ound behind t e ma kaybe h e kn ew t h e m 

mi ght a s we l l go over anyway, l ot s of time t o k i l l un t i l l u n ch 0

As he wa lke J ov e r he notic e d h ow b ored eve r y on e s e e med t o be,

and h e wis~e d he c ould t a k e t hem a ll wi tn h i m just t o s how

them t h at l i f e wa s wor th l ivj n~ as l on g as you know how t o enjoy
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i t . He certainly enjoyed l i f e , it wa s v e r y pre c i ous t o h im a n d

no t nea r ly long eno~gh .

As he c a me ne s.r-e r t o t he b vt ner s h e t h o uGht h e vague ly

r e c0 3n i sed t~em . Yes , it was ~et e . E trans~ t n 0 ~ O him out in

t h e ;:dr f or a ch arige - and wh o was t h at wi th h i m? I t V·18. 2 Dave .

"H 'i " a a i.d ~ im on , cas ting 2. s h a d ow over the t wo of t.h e rn ,

"Heyv ma n" s ai. d Pe t e . "You t r e l i k e s tanding i n T'ly sun ,

If Oh s or r-y . II S imon s qua t t ed d own b ehind t aem. I t wa s

r at her unco mfortab le wi th h i s s hir t on under t h e hot - s un , but

h e d idn ' t -want t o j Oi n t h e m in C8 s e i t se e med co o resu:mpt ious

of , h i m (t ~1 ::)U6h ~1. e fe 1 t t h .s t h e kriew P e t e be t t er t h a n D2,ve d id) .

If I d i dn ' t k riow y ou knew Pe t e " n e s a i.d t o Dave .

"Ye ah , of e n ur e s I d o .z, we 2 a r e t '18 same d i g s 0 11

S i mon wa s h a l f sur~rised, :ha lf ex ) e c t i n g t h a t .

lI ~ r o w c ome 'I Fe t e ? The r e wa s a time vheri y ou u sed t o

:3 a y you ' d . n ev e r s har e ;your p e.d. It

'liPe l l man " s a i d Pe t e , n o t bat t i.ng an eye l id . l'I 've

l i k e Dad t h i s v i s i on w~i ch t old me my d i re c tion wes a ll ~Q· ong .

Eo I d i t c h ed t he drug s cen e a n d s t opp e d wr i t inz - t .na t ' s why

I ne e d a f l at .nat e t o s h ar e t :J.e ove r heads . 11

" Bu t wua t abou t t hi s s unba t h ing bit ? !!

II Yeah, we l l t h at' s par t o f i t a ll ma n. I t' s k ind of

a s u bs t i t u t e fo r t h e s i t a r b i t , a nd t h e r e ' s n o ele c t r i c s co s t

ei t h e r . ~e al ly i t' s to b e i n c on t a c t wi th t h e e a r t h, l i k e i t ' s

a l l s I ,ont a ne0us now. 11

II But wh st h appens wh en it ge t s c old and t h e r e' s no

s un, or it rains or even 'when vLn. t e .r c OII1es ? "

"We ll , l i ke I h ibernate or g o live s omewhe r e else . I

me a n , if it ' s good enough f or nat u r e i t ' s go od e n o ugh for me 

tha t ' s wne r e t . e vi s ion was a t , ma n . It

"Wher e ,--, 0 you come in a l l t n i s , Dave ? "

"Oh , I j u s t tag a l o n g a n d me e t e ome of P e t e I s f ri e n d s

a nd make s ome of my own as we l l . "

"Th at' s c ool . We ll I'll l e ave y o u gu ys to 80a'.:::::: u~

mo t h e r nat ure fo r a wCl i l e . :Se e y ou a ro und . "

" Ye a11, see y ou 2 i ruon . "

"Li -;: ewi s e ma n . "

Fu nny h ow y ou c a n me e t t n e l) e op l e y ou least ex pe c t

i n t h e mo s t pe culia r circu mst anc e s . Fancy Da ve s o ing a r oun d wi t h
,

P e t e t .i cu gh : He mu s t b e g e t t i n g in wi t h a c ool I lo t o f p e op l e wi t h

P e t e . S iill on wa s s l i gh t l y envious a nd hop ed he wa s n ,l.t mis sin§ mu ch .
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X I r r

Af t e r lunch, Si mon was f or ced t o sit a b0ut and wa i t

f or t h e arr i val of Laura wh i ch wa s a bit of a b ind on s uch a

n i c e d ay . St i l l, t he s ooner he go t all _this s ort ed out t he

sooner h e ld be on h i s wa y wi t h Te r e s a t o t he l i tt l e c ount r y

paradise . He bus i ed h im se l f wi~h little job s t hat always n e ed

ed do ing a r oun d t he h ous e . ~~il e h e wa s rUllima gin g about , he

c ame across t he clot h 2s t hat ~ad b een i n ~ne b ag n e shar ed wi t h

_~e t hat da~ . 5e ~uickl~ dec i ded no t to t a k e t h em round p e r s on

all~ , but ma k e a parc e l out of t h e m t h ere . Tne , n e at wa y i n whi ch

s h e had packe d her be longings made .him 0h i nk of h e r a nd t~e

t i me s . t hey had h a d a g a in , but luckily a rin g a t t ~e do or stopped

him ~rom becoming mel a n cho l y . He l o oKe d a t the c l o ck and t u t t e d

at Lau r a Is p unc t u a l Lt y , lill.ywa y he wen t t o answer it.

uEIe l l o S im on . ll It wa s Te r es a . fi r thOcl ght l Id c ome

and t a l k a bout t h i s thin g i n s t e a d at ov e r t h e phon e . ll'

S imon wa s ver y glad t o se e her and put Laur a to t he

' b p ck of his mind co~ l etely. He wa s a b i t of a s ight tho u~h ,
-

and won d e r e d if t h is wa s t he right time t o ma k e a def i n i t e mov e

for h e r - I me a n i t ' wa s t he fir s t t i me tney had me t fac e t o face

s inc e t h a t day i n the coff ee bar s t i l l v i v i d re c ol lec t ion s of

e a ch ot h e r fr ~ m tha t ) and h e had j ust br oken up -:'i t h Anne , wht ch

s he k n e w.

- lle ome i n , t a k e a s eat - I ' l l ~e t us El c oup l e of i c e d

dr inks . ll

She certainl~ wou ldn ' t say no t o a n i ced drink ~ so

she did what h e sai d . She n ot i c e t h e ~ il e of c l ot hin g on t h e

f loor a n d wonde r e d wh o s e t h ey we r e . It was obv i ous tha t Eimon

had just been do ing s Offiethin wi th t h em . He s aw h er p u z z l i n g

ov e r t hem as h e c a me in wi tn t h e mois t glas ses.

llTtl e y 're Anne ' s . II

ll Oh- wh a t are y ou d o ing wi t h tnem? ll

III ' m go i.n g t o wra p t hem and s end the m back to h .er s "

ll Why, d on ' t you wa nt t o ..:S i v e t h e m t o her you r s e l f? ll

ll We l l , n ot really. ll

ll No, I s lp os e not . 1 1 1 1 t a ke t h e m fo r you i f y ou like . ll

I' Would you ? Thanks ~ l.t III save me s ome hef ty p a s t a e . II

Tn e y b oth s ipped t h eir dr i nks . Bi mon wondere d wh a t to

s ay ne xt . Te r e s a wa s wa i t ing f or him t o say someth ing .

li lt' s a b i t sil l y us jus t sitting h ere ll s a i d Eiru on even

t u a l l y , and it wa s really .
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"IICmm" said 'I' e r-e s a , Lau g h Lng sl ight ly i n her glass.

11Oh, say something."

Teresa took his hand .

II I t l s 'p r e t ty damn obvilous why I a s k ed you to come . "
,

" Ye s , i t i s . " Teresa Loox ed so n i c e t h en . ~ul yb e she

was pr epar ing herse l f fo r s omet hing . He was j ust abou t t o l e an

over and k iss her , w en t he r e ~ ' a s t h e s ound of a no i s y ca r

pa r k ing just out side.

Shi t , t houg.rt Einion . I t mus t b e Laura, . but whose car

was i t? He grudgingly dragge d Out i n to t h e pas s9 6e and opened

t he f r ont d oor wi th a sudden blaze of l i gh t . '.:Ju t s i de we.s a huge

car which looke d like i t ~ad co me a lmost s t r a i gh t out of a twen t 

~y ' s gangster mov i e . It had a ll t he tr i mmings - small back

window, running board, l a r ge g~ e awing headlamps , l on g bonne t

and ta nk wi th bUffir;e r s . Ta e only t :..:- i ng s wh i ch made it more f e a s 

ib le wer e that it was br i ght gr een and t~ere ~as a guy wit~ long

strac:l y h a i r dr i v in; it .

Laura ~a1kad up to Eillion loo ~in; ~ leased wi th herself .

Teresa c ame up behind Simo n ~ na r u t her ar~ r ound h im .

"Hi!" sa id Laur a. r ' L)o';{w~'lat I 've ,so t ho ld of." ~he

DO i n t e d a t t.he car . := imon W8.S "!ODd e r i.ng wha t to say . "That's

P. i ley " s he s a i d , indic "3 tin,3,' the ~u;y who 'V·?,S Ls ani.n g on t he borme t ,

f irnon nod·::ed to the bl oke wh o 8cknowle d ::;en ::i. :n . " T ~, '~ ;; 2 ~ c ,-'

do n ' t n. Ln d h i u c ori.ng wi.th LW , but '.1 "; has go t '? c'3.r and h e 's t he

sort of person I t hink yo u want . "

Simon was E:: l i gh t l y oY1Jloye d wi t h her f or inviting h im

i nto the t h i n; wi thr.u .t asking him fi r s t ~ bu t -re d idn It '2ay

enyt hing be cau s e she was right, end t hey wer e in need of mor e

h e l p - espe c ial l y he l f wit~ transpor t .

"Fine . ~:'i~en do y ou want t; 0 ::;o? ~' omorr cl Vl ? "

1I )1el l actua Ll y , Ri l ey I S 2. 11 ready t o CS " now. "

"Now! CCl r is t 'l who ' s i n charge o f this t h i n " ? tl

1I 1.\1ell, y ou ar e but INe ' re re ady t o go s ,;j eaking f or

ourselves. "

"Wh a t about La.rr Le ? 11

"Ye s , h ill. as we l l . He ' R r-ea dy c.s soon " E' Ille CEm p ick
h im U p o fl

Simon l ook ed at Teresa and s he faintly nodded .

"Te l l yo u wLlA t " he s 8 i d a f t er El mome nt 1s de l i be r a t i on

i n h i s mi nd . tlyou pick up Laurie and co me ba ck':1ere by whi ch
time I eh ou.Ld be r e ady , And t hen we CAn go for ;r::;res a . Can



Y0 U dr op her off f irst t h ou gh? "

Laura nodded e 9ge r l y , a nd w~ ·ske d Te r e s a off to t h e c a r .

Te resa manabed. t o snatch a k i s s b e fo r e she t en.por-ar i Ly l e ft S im on .

" I Bout t h r e ..... qu art e r-s of an h ou r " cal led Si mon .

Th e car l urche d - off toward s ~ ere s a l s ho us e . S i mon

wa t c ed it d i sappear , the n pr ep a r e d t o : a ck hi s t h ings a~ain an.

wr i t e a n ot e to h i s p a r e n t s . He n oticed .Arme ' s t h ings again and

de c ided t h a t if t h e we r e t h a t i mport a nt co her she 'd be r ound

for t hem in any c a se.

Som~ t i r1le l a t er t he car arr i ve d fo r h i m, a nd he slu ng

all h is gear · into t h e large boot and d i v ed i n t o the hot c ar ..
Th e y pick e d up Ter es a and her s t u f f and of f they we n t , La ura and

Laur i e s ayi ng -and doin g n ot hing lliu ch i n t he b a ck , S imon 8nd

Tere sa discove r in each othe r in t he fr bnt an d Ri l e ) say ing

Virtua l ly n othin5 and dr i v ing t ~ e car .


